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EIMHWEE Our Vision

IR, We aspire to be a world renowned Chinese

S B — B9 ik £ R = Orchestra with a uniquely Singaporean character.
EAIRI(Ean Our Mission

ek, 25L& To inspire Singapore and the World with our music.
M nEMN Our Values

BREHMERIM Strive for excellence in our performances

% ¥% HIBAFE Committed to teamwork

AT elHFZE > Open to innovation and learning
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31.8.2025 (SUN) 7.30PM $5#%: FBEETE Conductor: Quek Ling Kiong
BB ZEARPOERT ZEE: KL Soprano: He Miya
Esplanade Concert Hall BErhE: &L Baritone: Seow Chee Chuan

FHE: SE1E. M &1L Duet: Fan Mun Hoi, Allan Lim
BAI%: #R3& Narrator: Johnny Ng
GIBH: BEAREKBEEIBE

Choir: Vocal Associates Festival Choruses
AIETEIE : ¥FE B Chorus Mistress: Khor Ai Ming

Four Cantonese Classics Cantonese music, arranged by Wu Hua
CFIELREY @waER) SRR TER. MIREE R EE LR M
The Yangzheng Chronicles (World Premiere) Composed by Law Wai Lun, research and materials

provided by Lee Kok Leong, Dr Ho Nai Kiong

I. «Z2=~59» Chwee Lan Hillock
II.  «J\F5) The Octagonal Pavilion
III. «FFIEZ ) Light of Yangzheng

7K R Intermission

CEAARAIE FEBIEME. KRR, BEERS
Yellow River Cantata Composed by Xian Xinghai, lyrics by Guang Weiran

orchestrated by Yan Huichang
I. CEESARALREEY The Song of the Yellow River Boatmen

II. <«EJA1Y Ode to the Yellow River
BrhE: 7 ES Baritone: Seow Chee Chuan

III.  «FEJAZ 7KK E>kY Yellow River — Water from the Sky
BAIM: B 358 Narrator: Johnny Ng
EEE: I3 Pipa: Yu Jia

IV.  «#7K7E)» Ballad of the Yellow River

V. ALY Y Dialogue at the River Bank
FHIE: SE3CIE M 1L Duet: Fan Mun Hoi, Allan Lim

VI.  «E5A4%) The Wrath of the Yellow River
LE&E: fAKIE Soprano: He Miya
VIL.  «{& 21 » Defending the Yellow River

VIII. <22 0E, #57! » Roar Yellow River
SIEH: F5ELEEAIEH Choir: Vocal Associates Festival Choruses
&I8¥8#E: FZ 8 Chorus Mistress: Khor Ai Ming

@ BREEHA .5/ o

Approximate concert duration: 1.5 hours.

e D FERABSZERER.
& 4 Please scan QR code to complete our audience survey and subscribe to SCO newsletter.

@ BAOESEREPHITREIALEL .

No videography and flash photography are permitted in this concert.
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2025 marks an incredible milestone in Yangzheng
Primary School’s journey. As we celebrate 120 years
of excellence, we have woven together a tapestry of
celebrations to honour our heritage while embracing
the future of education.

Our commemorative journey commenced with
an Alumni Dinner on 8 March, graced by Minister
for Education, Mr. Chan Chun Sing. The evening
was a heartwarming reunion of the Yangzheng
family across generations, embodying our school's
enduring spirit of unity and excellence.

Caring Friends

One of the highlights of our celebrations is the
special commemorative tree mural at our school
entrance. This collaborative artwork symbolises
our deep roots and continued growth, featuring
personalised leaves bearing the names of every
member of our school community—students,
staff, parents and stakeholders—representing our
interconnected journey and shared aspirations.

Passionate Learners

In line with our commitment to nurture future-
ready students, we proudly launched the Science
Exploration Hub & ALP (Applied Learning
Programme) Corner on AN-JOY, an inaugural

celebration of both our school anniversary and our
students’ efforts and achievement. The ALP Corner
serves as a vibrant space where students engage
in peer brainstorming sessions and showcase
their prototypes related to eco-sustainability. The
Science Exploration Hub enhances our students'
opportunities for discovery and self-directed
learning through technology, empowering students
to take ownership of their learning.

Responsible Citizens

Since 1905, Yangzheng Primary School prides
herself on a strong culture of care and excellence.
Our LLP (Learn for Life Programme) focuses on
student leadership and its success is evident in the
confidence of all our students and the service of our
student leaders both in school and in the community.
Our student leaders have demonstrated active
citizenry by serving in Kwong Wai Shiu Hospital
annually and in community projects.

With the unwavering support of our parents,
dedicated alumni and School Advisory Committee,
we continue to thrive, honouring our traditions
while embracing innovation. As we celebrate this
significant milestone, we reflect on our distinguished
history and look forward to the bright future we are
building together.
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Founded in 1996, the Singapore Chinese Orchestra
(SCO) is Singapore’s only full-time professional
Chinese orchestra. With more than 1.5 million music
lovers every year who attend its concerts or tune in
to its digital streams, it is renowned for its excellence
in traditional Chinese music as well as its unique
Singapore flavour.

More than 8o musicians comprise the SCO, which
is located at the Singapore Conference Hall in
downtown Singapore. It is helmed by Principal
Conductor Quek Ling Kiong, who took over the
baton in 2023 from Music Director Tsung Yeh
(2002-2023; named Conductor Emeritus in 2023).

Over the years, the SCO has toured major cities in
Asia and Europe, such as Beijing, Shanghai, Hong
Kong, and London. Notable appearances include
critically acclaimed concerts in 2007, 2018, and
2023 at the China Shanghai International Arts
Festival, a 2019 performance in Gwangju, South
Korea, as well as a European concert tour that
year to Berlin, Prague, Forli (Italy), and Loannina
(Greece). In 2022, its musicians travelled to
Cermany to perform with the Nuremberg
Symphony Orchestra at Klassik Open Air, playing
to more than 75000 people. In 2024, SCO
successfully completed the China Concert Tour to
Suzhou, Tianjin and Beijing.

In the spirit of cross-cultural collaboration, the SCO
recorded Butterfly Lovers with Grammy Award-
winning violinist Joshua Bell in 2018. The recording
broke into the United Kingdom’s Official Specialist
Classical Chart Top 20 when it was released in 2023
— a first for a Chinese orchestra.

Besides being a National Arts flagship company,
the orchestra draws on a wide range of musical
influences from Singapore, Southeast Asia

and beyond. MEPAAN, a production staged in
conjunction with Sarawak-based creative agency
The Tuyang Initiative for the 2022 Singapore
International Festival of Arts, combined stirring
orchestral strains with haunting indigenous
melodies. The orchestra also continues to
commission original compositions, as well as
arrangements of works from different genres,
such as pop, jazz, Western classical music, and
folk tunes of other ethnic groups.

In keeping with its standing as a “People’s
Orchestra”, the SCO is committed to fostering
a love for traditional Chinese music among the
wider public. Through extensive education and
outreach programmes, including community
concerts, workshops, and competitions, it
nurtures the next generation of musicians and
listeners. The Caring Series, launched in 2007,
has brought the healing power of music to people
in hospitals, hospices, and elderly homes. The
orchestra’s musicians also perform regularly at
schools, and work closely with the Singapore
National Youth Chinese Orchestra (SNYCO).

The SCO has published several books on its
history and outstanding musicians. The People’s
Orchestra (2016) looks back on the ensemble’s
first two decades as a professional orchestra, and
SCO Hidden Gems was released in 2021 to mark
its 25th anniversary. That same year, the orchestra
launched a Digital Archival Portal, a repository of
house programmes, music scores, recordings and
more, which will support academic research.

Through these efforts, the SCO continues to
further its mission as a top Chinese orchestra
that will inspire and inform generations of music
lovers for decades to come.
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Xian Xinghai
(1995-1945)
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Xian Xinghai — also known as Huang Xun or Kong
Yu — was a renowned pioneer generation
Chinese musician, and has his ancestral roots
in Panyu, Guangdong. He was born in Macau
on 13 June 1905 to a poor boatman’s family. His
father passed away before he was born, and he
was brought up by his mother, supported by
his maternal grandfather. After the death of
his grandfather when he was 6, both mother and
son travelled to Malaya, where she found work as
a servant. Xian Xinghai studied in private schools
for 3 to 4 years, even studying at Saint Andrew’s
English School. When he turned 14, they came
to Singapore and he studied at Yangzheng
School. He attended the boarding school and
worked part-time as a caretaker of bells, until he
graduated from higher primary grade three in
June 1921. During this time, Xian Xinghai’s
musical talents had come to the attention to Qu
Jianfu, who got him to join his newly-formed
drum and fife band in 1917. Due to his talents, he
was soon promoted to be the band leader and
conductor, taking charge of the band in the
absence of Qu Jianfu. The music played by the
band was all heroic-sounding military songs and
marches, which would have a great influence on
Xian Xinghai's future music creations. At the
age of 16, he was brought by principal Lin
Yaoxiang to Guangzhou and enrolled in an
affiliated school of the Lingnan University. He
was admitted into Lingnan University in 1925,
and in 1926 he transferred to the National Music
Institute at Peking University to major in music
theory and violin, while working as a library
assistant to support himself. In 1928 he enrolled
in the National Shanghai Conservatory of Music
and published his well-known musical essay
The Universal Music. He also participated in the
activities of the Southern China Society led by
Tian Han and others.

Xian Xinghai travelled abroad to Paris for further
studies in 1929, again working part-time, while
studying violin and music theory with famed
violinist Paul Oberdorfer. At the Paris Conservatory,
he studied composition with Paul Dukas and
Vincent D’Indy. During his time in Paris, he
composed Wind, Song of a Wanderer, Violin Sonata
in D Minor, and about a dozen other works before
he returned to China in 1935. Upon his return, he
participated actively in anti-Japanese movements,
composed numerous mass songs of a military
nature, as well as music for progressive films such
as Phantom Lover, Zhuang Zhi Ling Yun, March of
the Youth, and theatre pieces Sunrise, Resurrection,
Thunderstorm and Peaceful Heaven. On 7 July
1937, upon the outbreak of the Second Sino-
Japanese

War, he participated in a series of anti-Japanese
propaganda movements led by Hong Shen and the
No.2 National Salvation Drama Troupe in Suzhou
and other regions, after which he went to Wuhan
with Zhang Shu to organise national salvation
song parades. Xian Xinghai then joined the
National Government Political Department (3rd
Chamber) before leaving for Yan'an. Between 1935
and 1938, he wrote numerous songs of all kinds,
including Saving the Nation, Non-Resistance the
Only Fear, Song of Guerrillas, The Roads Are Opened
by Us, The Vast Siberia, Children of the Motherland,
Behind Enemy Lines, and On the Taihang Mountain.
He became dean of the music department at the
Lu Xun Institute of Arts in 1938, after which he
composed the famous Yellow River Cantata and
Production Cantata.

In May 1940, Xian Xinghai travelled to the
Soviet Union to compose the score for the
war documentary film Yan'an and the Eighth
Route Army. While there, he also composed the
Symphony Liberation of the Nation, completed
the symphonic arrangement of the Yellow River
Cantata, second symphony Sacred War, second
suite Mu Ma Ci, third suite Chi Lei Ge, fourth
suite Man Jiang Hong, China Life, Amangeldy,
and Chinese Rhapsody. Life in the Soviet Union
was extremely difficult for Xian Xinghai and his
health suffered. Due to the combination of a hard
life, malnutrition, and delay in medical treatment,
he died of pulmonary disease on 30 October 1945
at the age of 40.

Over Xian Xinghai's short lifespan, his
composing career lasted over 10 years, yielding
over hundreds of songs (currently more than 250
pieces remain on record), 4 cantatas, 1 opera,
2 symphonies, 4 orchestral suites, 1 rhapsody
and many solo and ensemble pieces for violin,
piano and other instruments. Among these, the
Yellow River Cantata remains the most acclaimed,
coming to be known as his most important and
influential representative work, as it fully reflects
his aspiration and dedication towards creating
musical works rich in ethnic and oriental colours.
When someone mentions about Xian Xinghai,
they will think of Yangzheng; when people hear the
majestically tragic Yellow River Cantata, they will
think of Xian Xinghai, and be deeply moved by
his humble and industrious nature that bore such
a great musical creation.

Source:
http://www.lib.nus.edu.sg/chz/chineseoverseas/oc_xxh.htm /
http://www.5156edu.com/writer/8711.html
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He Miya

WS & Soprano

He Miya is a Chinese soprano with a Master’s degree in Fine Arts. She
graduated from the China Conservatory of Music, where she studied
under famous vocal educators Professor Jin Tielin and Liu Chang. He
Miya was a former lecturer at the Chinese Vocal Music Department,
Tianjin Conservatory of Music. She participated in numerous vocal
competitions held in China and received impressive accolades. Not
only did she hold a successful solo concert, she also published and
distributed four vocal songbooks. Many of her students won awards at
various vocal competitions in China.

After moving to Singapore, she worked with many orchestras such
as Singapore Chinese Orchestra, Ding Yi Music Company and Cheng
San Chinese Orchestra. Together, they presented performances that
received unanimous commendations from music lovers. As a familiar
face in numerous local charity performances, she shares her vocal
works with fans through podcasts and videos. He Miya continued
teaching as a Chinese vocal music teacher in various Singapore schools
and actively promote Chinese music development in Singapore with
her work.
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Seow Chee Chuan

B b Baritone

Renowned for his vocal artistry and versatility across both operatic
and contemporary genres, Malaysian baritone Seow Chee Chuan is a
distinguished figure in the region’s classical music scene. A frequent
collaborator with leading ensembles and institutions, he is celebrated for
his commanding stage presence, nuanced musical interpretation, and
dedication to vocal excellence.

Seow holds a Master’s degree in Vocal Performance from the Taipei
National University of the Arts and was formerly affiliated with several
leading institutions in Taiwan, including the Association of Vocal Artists of
R.O.C., the National Theater and Concert Hall Opera Studio, and the Taipei
Philharmonic Opera Studio. He currently serves as Music Director of the
D4 Capo Voice Choir and the Grand Voices Women'’s Choir, and is a faculty
member at the Institute of Music, UCSI University.

His artistic contributions have garnered national recognition. In 2020
and 2023, he received the “Laureate Singer” and “Outstanding Musician”
awards from the Kuala Lumpur and Selangor Chinese Assembly Hall.
Most recently, in 2025, he was awarded the BOH Cameronian Arts Award
for Best Ensemble for his role as Marcello in La Bohéme, produced by
Kuala Lumpur City Opera.

A respected adjudicator, Seow is regularly invited to judge national and
regional vocal competitions in both classical and popular music. He is also
active as a vocal coach and music director, guiding emerging talents in
vocal technique and performance. His operatic repertoire includes leading
roles in La Peintre, Yu-Lin by Chien Nan-Chang, Puccini's Madama Butterfly,
Respighi’s Sleeping Beauty, Strauss |I's Die Fledermaus, Verdi’s Falstaff and
Rigoletto, Mozart's Le nozze di Figaro and The Magic Flute, Bellini’s La
Sonnambula, Donizetti’s Lelisir damore, as well as Orff’s Carmina Burana
and Beethoven’s Mass in C Mgjor.

In the realm of musical theatre and concert productions, Seow has been
featured in numerous acclaimed performances, including Siddhartha
the Musical by Imee Ooi, The Legend of Serpents by Wong Chee Wei, and
concert showcases of works by legendary Chinese composer Professor
Wang Liping, where he appeared as a featured soloist. Prominently, he was
selected for The Great 10 Malaysian Baritones — New Year Concert, a national
event celebrating the country’s top vocal talents.

In addition to his operatic and theatrical pursuits, Seow is frequently
featured as a soloist in high-profile concerts and cultural events across
Southeast Asia. His performances have been regularly featured at official
diplomatic events, including the National Day gala celebrations hosted by
the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Malaysia. These appearances,
alongside his continued artistic contributions, underscore his standing as
a prominent and influential figure in the region’s vocal arts scene.
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EXE
Johnny Ng

BA1/® Narrator

Huang Jia Qiang is the president of the Singapore Sin Feng Xiang
Sheng Society. He is also a crosstalk performer, film, television and
theatre actor, and an acting and language instructor. In the mid-7os,
he underwent training in acting and directing at the Theatre Practice
Performing Arts School (currently known as Theatre Practice). He has
starred in numerous stage performances over the years, with the most
memorable being: Jin Yin Hua, which won him the Best Actor Award at
the 1982 Theatre Festival, crosstalk Kou Tu Lian Hua, which won him
the Best Speaker Award in the first Golden Peony Cup Crosstalk Open
Category as well as Overall Champion in 1990.

He played prominent roles in masterpieces by Singapore playwright
Kuo Pao Kun such as The Coffin is Too Big for the Hole, Descendants of the
Eunuch, Lao Jiu, and Cao Yu's Home, Thunderstorm, and Salvage Land.
Since the 1980s, he has worked as a drama and crosstalk instructor
and judge in the local primary, secondary schools and junior colleges.
From 2005 to 2007, he was a training consultant and instructor at the
MediaCorp Academy. In 2014, he won the Best Supporting Actor Award
at the Life! Theatre Awards for his performances in Nine Years Theatre’s
production of Twelve Angry Men.
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Formed in 2014, Vocal Associates (VA) is a dynamic non-profit arts
organisation that comprises of 5 wings: the Vocal Associates Chorus,
Chamber Choir, Ensemble of Young Voices, Senior Choir, and Songbirds
Solo Artistes. Members range in age from 6 to 86, representing diverse
nationalities and cultures, most receive weekly vocal training under
Artistic Director Ms. Khor Ai Ming. Many have achieved distinctions in
Trinity College London graded and diploma examinations.

VA debuted in 2014 with The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers alongside
the Metropolitan Festival Orchestra, and has since performed major
works such as Mahler’s Symphony No. 8, Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms,
and the world premiere of Alarcén’s Marco Polo Trilogy. VA is a frequent
guest at Singapore Chinese Orchestra concerts, appearing in their
20th and 25th Anniversary celebrations.

Internationally, VA has performed at Carnegie Hall (2016, 2025), Walt
Disney Concert Hall (2018), Okinawa (2019), Shizuoka, Tokyo, Taipei
101 New Year'’s Celebration (2023), and Busan (2024).

Under Ms Khor’s artistic direction, VA's annual Songbird Series
showcases its soloists, while semi-staged musicals and operas at the
Esplanade Recital Studio have included Hansel and Cretel, The Magic
Flute, The Sound of Music, The Lion King, and The Little Prince. Since
2015, VA has presented large-scale concerts at the Esplanade Concert
Hall, performing works by Fauré, Rutter, Jenkins, Orff, Handel, and
Fanshawe’s African Sanctus for its 10th Anniversary in 2024.
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R
Khor Ai Ming

5 1E151% Chorus Mistress

A contemporary classical soprano, Khor Ai Ming has been the recurring
artiste of choice for the Singapore and world premieres of new-music
works. Active in the Singapore arts scene, she has graced many large-
scale celebrations and festivals as an artiste. Her vast experience with
various arts fields and genres attests to her remarkable versatility as
a musician. She was awarded the Compass Artistic Excellence Award
2015 for her outstanding and commendable achievements as an artiste
in Singapore.

Khor is the artistic director of Vocal Associates, a dynamic nonprofit
arts group that reflects her trademark versatility. 40 of her solo voice
students, all members of Vocal Associates, won first and second prizes
at the American Protégé International Music Competition from 2013
to 2019, including Judges Choice Award and Best Performer Awards of
the night. This achievement marks the first time in Asia that a group
of competitors of such large size has won top prizes under the same
voice teacher. Subsequently, all 40 singers were accorded the honour
of performing at New York’s prestigious Carnegie Hall. Khor was the
chorus mistress of both the Singapore Lyric Opera Chorus and the
Singapore Lyric Opera Children’s Chorus.
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Since 2005, the Singapore Chinese Orchestra has been invited every decade to perform The Yellow River
Cantata for Yangzheng Primary School’s anniversary celebrations, honouring the deep connection between
composer Xian Xinghai and his alma mater. This year marks both the 120th anniversary of Yangzheng
Primary School’s founding and the 120th anniversary of Xian Xinghai’s birth. Supported by the Yangzheng
Foundation, the concert continues this tradition, highlighting how education serves as a vital conduit for
passing on the arts legacy.

Xian Xinghai, a towering figure in the history of modern Chinese music, was born in Macau in 1905 and
moved to Southeast Asia with his mother at a tender age, in search of a livelihood. At age 14, Xian entered
Yangzheng School as a boarding student and supported himself through part-time work, including ringing
the school bell. He remained at Yangzheng until 1921, when then-principal Lin Yaoxiang, who also headed
the Overseas Chinese School under Lingnan University to prepare overseas Chinese students for studies
in China, selected 20 Yangzheng students to return to China for further education. Xian was among them,
and that same year he enrolled in the affiliated high school of Lingnan University.

While at Yangzheng, Xian’s musical gift was spotted by music teacher Ou Jianfu and he invited Xian to join
the school’s military band. He soon rose to the role of captain and conductor in the school band. The band’s
repertoire was rich with rousing military songs and marches, that left a deep and indelible mark on his later
compositions. These formative years at Yangzheng were not only the beginning of his musical journey, but
also a cherished chapter in the shared cultural history between Singapore and China.



The concert opens with the well-loved Four Cantonese Classics, arranged by celebrated composer Wu Hua to
showcase the spirited energy and lyrical grace of Lingnan music. First commissioned by the China National
Traditional Orchestra in 1998 and unveiled the following year at the “Chinese National Music Concert” in
Vienna’s Musikverein Golden Hall, this work has since become a defining representation of Cantonese
music in the Chinese orchestral repertoire.

Next, Chronicles of Yangzheng is a new commissioned work for the anniversary by Cultural Medallion
recipient and former SCO composer-in-residence Law Wai Lun. Drawing on local author Ho Nai Kiong’s
book A Chronicle of Early Yangzheng, the work unfolds in three chapters along the school’s timeline. Chwee
Lan Hillock (a historical name for what is now Club Street) recalls Yangzheng'’s founding years and its spirit
of perseverance, framed by three versions of the school song from different eras. The Octagonal Pavilion
reflects on the time when Xian Xinghai received his first musical training there, intertwining gentle
melodies with motifs from his celebrated works. Light of Yangzheng brings together school songs from three
periods in a rousing tribute to the school’s century-long journey and enduring legacy.

The concert’s centrepiece, The Yellow River Cantata was composed by Xian Xinghai in 1939 and widely
regarded as a milestone in modern Chinese music. Written during the Second Sino-Japanese War, the work
was part of the leftist cultural movement that sought to rouse national resistance through art. Drawing on
poet Guang Weiran’s Yellow River and inspired by the thundering majesty of the Hukou Waterfall, it evokes
both the grandeur of the river and the determination of a nation fighting for survival. Xian completed the
score in just six days while he lived in a humble cave dwelling at the Yan’an Communist base. Spanning
eight movements, it blends narration, solo voices and chorus to create an enduring portrait of China’s
“mother river” and the unyielding spirit it came to represent.

This performance features a full-fledged Chinese orchestra, joined by the 150-strong Vocal Associates
Festival Chorus, soprano He Miya, baritone Seow Chee Chuan and narrator Johnny Ng, in a collective
ascent of this musical summit that transports the audience back to a time of passion, turmoil, and
unyielding resolve.

Tracing history over a century, the concert journeys from intimate memories of school life to the
stirring spirit of a nation. It stands as both a tribute to Yangzheng’s heritage and a testament to the
power of education and music. It also narrates the story of the school’s hundred-year legacy with clarity
and conviction.
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Cantonese music, arranged by Wu Hua
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A medley of four well-known Cantonese pieces (Dragon Boat Race, In Celebration of Good Times, Song of Full Moon,
and Thunderstorm and Drought) that sounds especially familiar and beautiful when performed by a Chinese
orchestra.
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Wu Hua (1943-2020) was the resident composer of China Oriental Performing Arts Group. He was a
first-class Conductor, member of the Chinese Musicians’ Association, China Nationalities Orchestra
Society and Chinese National Instrumental Music Society. He was also the Vice Chairperson at the Jinghu
Research Institute of Beijing and Beijing Society of Promotion of Arts and Culture. He was well-versed in
the performance practice, compositional techniques and conducting skills related to traditional Chinese
instruments and composed over 4000 works. He also conducted film scores, and wrote accompanying lyrics.
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This is a suite composed after reading “Chronicles of Yeung Ching School” by Dr. Ho Nai Keung. It is scored in
three movements as it recounts the history of Yeung Ching School (or Yangzheng School, as it is known today).

1. Chwee Lan Hillock (now Club Street)

In the early 20th century, a group of visionary Cantonese leaders who had migrated to Singapore worked
tirelessly to establish schools and promote education. Chwee Lan Hillock, named after Chwee Lan Teng club
across the street, was the location of the school premises in its early days. The introduction of the movement
contains motivic elements of the school anthems of Yeung Ching (Yangzheng) in three different eras, while the
main theme, reverent and with deep emotion, combines with the vigorous and rhythmic second theme to narrate
the story of Chwee Lan Hillock from two different perspectives.

2. The Octagonal Pavilion

The Octagonal Pavilion was a landmark in the old Yeung Ching school compound, where pleasant tunes
frequently emanated. The famous “Musician of the People” Xian Xinghai received part of his musical education
there. This movement begins with a remembrance of days long past, and a warm and lyrical melody intertwines
with motifs of Xian Xinghai’s most famous compositions, depicting the scenery and emotions, and paying
tribute to this precious moment in history.

3. Light of Yangzheng
By connecting the school anthems from three different eras in a medley, this is an ode to the journey
and transformation of Yangzheng School over a century, and a celebration of the legacy passed down
through generations.
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Law Wai Lun was born in Shanghai, China, and graduated from the Central Conservatory of Music. He was
accepted into the Affiliated High School of Central Conservatory of Music in 1956 where he studied piano
and music theory. Due to his stellar performance, he was allowed to take college-level composing classes
under Professor Su Xia in his final year in high school. Law was admitted directly into the university’s
Department of Music Composition in 1962 where he studied under renowned Chinese composer Du
Mingxin. In 2017, he was conferred the Cultural Medallion, which is the most prestigious award an
artist can receive in Singapore. Law was twice appointed as the Composer-in-Residence of the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra.



3 - SEEIBIRE . SERRIER. AEEER

1]
«E;_J* = DE» Composed by Xian Xinghai, lyrics by Guang Weiran
orchestrated by Yan Huichang

1938F N BRINEHRE, MAFZIFALRR (BIKAEFE) FRMBUREI=FA, MBRFEE IR MO MR AR
BN, AR ARE. RHRRRKE IR, BAFER, BITRHNEHT, BERTRRNSERE
HAMER, R TEKET. RABNHBRSF. 1939F 1 BRAERE, —HERE <A 71E, 3£
XERIHERE LBIETXBIFR. REBWEREXE, RENREALIE GOTREIEY .

EREZ—EHENTER, BREESETOR, TRFIAETR T XBAESE R EMR. 4F13AELERA
FAILEER (ABHTIEE) , SIREXRRM, RIREBENFE. <ETAGE SEEH, AGHHANR
RRAE. £HBEFHA/\DRE: CGOTHRREDY « GUTH « GOTZKKR LR  HKIEY « CTUNH
Y « <BAZRY « «REEAY - GRELIE, FAY  SEFEHARRFHIBIRNERE N FEER— MR
e ERUMBMEZEBIERAFC. MRERNBRBEMBANZAER E—SH R, EERHRIZH, ¥
BHRIERBARE TRER. ORBEHBE RN <R MED=H.

After the fall of Wuhan in November 1938, the famed modern poet Guang Weiran (also known as Zhang
Guangnian) led three resistance teams made up of thespians and head east from Hukou near Yichuan County
in Shaanxi towards the Yellow River, where the anti-Japanese bases were situated in Lu Liang mountains. Along
the way, they experienced dangerous rapids in the gorges, surging waves, whirlpools and huge waterfalls. They
witnessed boatmen wrestling against the stormy waters, listened to their sonorous and deeply energetic fishermen
songs. Upon reaching Yan An in January 1939, he worked constantly on the lyrics for Yellow River, eventually
presenting it through a recital at the Lunar New Year's Eve party. Xian Xinghai was particularly inspired by it,
declaring that he would compose the Yellow River Cantata for his thespian comrades. While nursing an illness,
he worked continuously for 6 days in a simple kiln at Yan An and eventually completed this major vocal work on
31 March 1939. The premiere (conducted by Wu Xiling) at the Yan An Public School auditorium on 13 April 1939
met with a tremendous response and the work's popularity spread quickly throughout China.

The Yellow River Cantata is a magnificent work, infused with a distinctive ethnic style. The whole work consists
of an overture and 8 movements, namely: The Song of the Yellow River Boatmen, Ode to the Yellow River, Yellow
River — Water from the Sky, Ballad of the Yellow River, Dialogue at the River Bank, The Wrath of the Yellow River,
Defending the Yellow River, and Roar Yellow River. Every movement begins with a recital of the lyrics accompanied
by music, and the orchestral parts unify the movements into an integrated whole. Resistance against the Japanese
and patriotism are the two main themes of the work. As the profound feelings and touching aesthetics unfold
towards the grand finale, the emotions are agitated to the highest climax. The work was adapted into the Yellow
River Piano Concerto in the late 1960s.
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05.09.2025

EHiE Fri 730pm
04.10.2025

EHB7X Sat 730pm
11.10.2025

E 75 Sat 730pm
07.11.2025

EH3FA Fri 730pm
29.11.2025

EHA75 Sat 730pm
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06.06.2026
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Chamber Charms: Virtuosic Winds
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Hits of Classics
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Chamber Charms: Virtuosic Bowed Strings
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Yan Huichang and SCO
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Percussion Rhapsody
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Resounding Winds: Liu Chiang-Pin and SCO
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Rhapsodies of Spring 2026

BREM: Rz

Chamber Charms: Virtuosic Plucked Strings
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The Great Wall & Red Chamber: Tsung Yeh and SCO
WK E: AR E SRR

The Music of China's Magnificent Mountains: Darrell Ang and SCO
BETERR2026BNI: RIXBEREFS
Mother's Day Concert 2026

Encounter II: Liang Wern Fook's Composition Showcase
I\ERE: B E SR

Fantasia: Yan Huichang and SCO

JLE E 552026
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Young Children's Concert 2026
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SNYCO Concerts

HHA / K] Date / Time
6.12.2025

EHA75 Sat 730pm
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EHI= Wed

12.12.2025
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E2HiH Sun
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IR RBEERT
SCO Concert Hall

HETRHZARESZ KT
Taoyuan Zhongli Arts Hall
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We Soar: SNYCO Taiwan Pre-Tour Concert
BEKOR - BhEuh

Taiwan Tour: Taoyuan

BENE - Atk aitmflE
Taiwan Tour: Taipei Taipei Zhongshan Hall
BEROR - T X RRET

Taiwan Tour: Hsinchu Hsinchu City Performance Hall
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We pride ourselves as Singapore’s only professional Chinese Orchestra. However, keeping up with the
title is easier said than done. We know that it is insufficient to rely solely on governmental assistance
to continue on with our endeavours. Hence, it is necessary for us to engage you in the work we do,
so that SCO will continue to serve the nation to its fullest. We welcome your generous contribution
to the SCO. Every dollar goes into enabling SCO to create better programmes accessible to you and
everyone. Donations are entitled to 2.5 times tax deduction. You may make your donation through the

following channels:

PayNow / §R{T#M Bank Transfer

UEN: 199603271D
Account Name:  Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited

Bank: Overseas Chinese Banking Corporation Ltd
Branch Address: Main Branch

Bank No: 7339

Branch No: 501

Account number: 501-347116-001

&1 AEEBEPANOWIRRHZABSOM, HELKENINIERR, B/ DAER (MR,
FHSH) RARNLSHEBHEE.

Note: Please send us your organisation/personal details within 3 working days after making your donation if you need a
tax-deductible receipt to be issued to you.

W _E48%  Donate Online

(www.giving.sg/singapore-chinese-orchestra)

(sco.com.sg/support-us/donate)

MAMEZENE, BRK W SRR : dp@sco.com.sg, FR&TEMHESILATHERRE007TERL
EWMEBEBOCAL. BEREERBNK, BB

For any further enquiries, please email: dp@sco.com.sg, Donations ($100 & above) will be acknowledged
in the concert house programme. Please inform us if you wish to remain anonymous.
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Zhou Ruoyu (Gaohu Associate Principal)

#AfFER Hu Chung-Chin

Z54% Li Yuan

%K Liu Zhiyue

1% She Ling

VF3CE# Xu Wenjing

X% Zhao Li

—#H Erhu

N (T8 15

Zhao Jianhua (Erhu | Principal)
KR (ZHIERE)

Zhu Lin (Erhu Il Principal)
WIER (28 | BIEE)

Ling Hock Siang (Erhu | Associate Principal)

XK (ZHA I EIERE)

Li Yulong (Erhu Il Associate Principal)
£ RI Ann Hong Mui
B4 Chen Shu Hua
FBE W Cheng Chung Hsien
HER Hsieh I-Chieh
&FIE Qin Zijing
YEFE Shen Qin
F*L& Siok Li Chin, Deborah
1EE2 2 Tan Manman
FEENE Tao Kaili
% Yan Yan
5K#Z Zhang Bin

F#A Zhonghu

MR (EFF)

Lin Gao (Principal)
KAEE (BIEE)

Wu Kefei (Associate Principal)
BEE#E Chia Wan Hua
£7%J8 Goh Cher Yen
21818 Goh Hock Jun, Shunta
25k Neo Yong Soon, Wilson
FE1aA Wang Yi-Jen
T £ Wong Qin Kai

KiEF Cello
w8 (EFE)

Xu Zhong (Principal)
71z (BIERE)

Tang Jia (Associate Principal)
FRZ 5t Chen Ying Guang, Helen
#HE:E Huang Ting-Yu
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R34S Cheng Ho Kwan, Kevin
#5508 Yang Sin-Yu

{E=4E Diyin Sheng
PR Lim Kiong Pin

== Wi Gaoyin Suona
B (WiW/ EE )

Jin Shiyi (Suona / Guan Principal)
Bk (BIER)

Chang Le (Associate Principal)

FEZWilA Zhongyin Suona

ZEHTHE Lee Heng Quee
=N Meng Jie

RHZFWiM Cizhongyin Suona
TR0 Boo Chin Kiah

{E Wil Diyin Suona
XIST Liu Jiang

& Guan

5KA Zhang Shuo

$TE R Percussion
RRE (HF)
Boo Chong Wei, Benjamin (Principal)
BRRR (BIER)
Tan Loke Chuah (Associate Principal)
#3018 Koh Wen Jun, Derek
{RIKAL Ngoh Kheng Seng
MEE X Shen Guogin
3K B5IX Teo Teng Tat
{EMABA Wu Xiangyang

All musicians’ names (except principal & associate principal) are listed according to alphabetical order.

BEVEM LR, BRI AR,

All information is correct at the time of publishing.



EEESTHER

Management and Administration Team

EHE
Management

TEURYE Executive Director
ALl Ho Wee San, Terence

BETERRE (HBESHHE)
Assistant Executive Director
(Programmes & Production)

FRE & Chin Woon Ying

BNEfTEE (&)

Assistant Executive Director (Corporate Services)

3K %> Teo Bee Lan

g M5

Head (Finance & Accounts Management)

BEJL Chay Wai Ee, Jacelyn

FE (IHHER)
Head (Development & Partnership)
MIFYE Lim Fen Ni

FE (ERTE)
Head (Artistic Administration)
T %= Loh Mee Joon

TE (BR2HF)
Head (Concert Production)
Mikami Naoko Su

TE (217EHE
Head (Facilities)
FRE+¥ Tan Kok Siang, Collin

FE (ITHER)
Head (Marketing Communications)
3K:&¥% Teo Nien Tuan, June

ZARITH
Artistic Administration

2238 Manager
B Lum Mun Ee

BhIBLEIR Assistant Manager
JEfEEE Shi Bei Xi

155 Orchestra Librarian
Z= R4 Lee Le Xuan, Sherman
LERES Sim Wei Ling, Avilyn

ZARER
Artistic Planning

2238 Manager
5 #E Teo Shu Rong

BhIBZEIR Assistant Manager
BB Kng Eng Chuan
EH5% Ng Rui Jun

BREHIE

Concert Production

BESE Stage Manager
ZFE K Lee Chun Seng

BRITHR Senior Executive
=N Lee Kwang Kiat

S ZREM Senior Technician
Ahmad Hafriz Bin Berkath

U Technician
ZHIT Leong Celine
Muhammad Harry Farhan Bin Roslie

=R EE R BHIE Senior Production Crew
Z e ¥E Lee Leng Hwee
R4 35446 Tan Hong You, Benson



ARk
Development & Partnership

SRMITE Senior Executive
AFEH Deng Xiuwei

ME5a2itER
Finance & Accounts Management
BIIREETE Assistant Manager

XFHEF Liew Wei Lee
#3E Wong Siew Ling

HITHA Executive
%7 Tan Siew Har

WATR (EM) Executive (Procurement)
FZ % Ng Kee Yan, Keleen
HZ1R Peck Yin Ni, Jessica

ANFERSITH

Human Resource & Administration

28 (ABNEIR) Manager (Human Resource)

B8 Pang Qin Wei

BRI (REIES5)
Assistant Manager (Orchestra Affairs)
BB Lim Wan Ying

BRI (170
Assistant Manager (Administration)
P38 Tan Li Min, Michelle

#ATR (ABBEIR) Executive (Human Resource)

MRELE Lim Chui Hua, Julie

TTHHITE
Marketing Communications

BHIELRIE Assistant Manager
TN Law Li Yan, Rowene

SRIATHR Senior Executive
XBEE Liu Xiaoxuan

OF#X Ma Yaxin

A& & Tan Yuh Jiun

SZRBHIE Senior Assistant
AR Chow Koon Thai

MINRERE F4E5E
Singapore National
Youth Chinese Orchestra

2238 Manager
MBS Lim Simin, Joanna

BhIBLEIE Assistant Manager
Z{R#E Lee Poh Hui, Clement

Pl EE
Venue Management

BhIBLEIR Assistant Manager
MREE Lim Jia Jin, Eugene

SRR EIER Senior Building Specialist
#%:X3% Yeo Han Kiang

2H1TH

Venue Marketing
BhIBLEIR Assistant Manager
FEWWEE Ong Li Ting, Jaslin

SRHITH Senior Executive

&1EE Chang Jia Jun, Iris
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