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Quek Ling Kiong is the first Principal Conductor of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) to have
been born and bred in Singapore. Hailed as the “People’s Conductor,” he joined the SCO in 1997
as Percussion Principal after graduating from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He pursued
conducting studies at the Zurich University of the Arts and was promoted to Principal Conductor in
2023 after two decades of conducting the SCO.

Besides leading one of the world’s top Chinese orchestras, Quek has guest-conducted esteemed
ensembles such as the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, Guangdong Chinese Orchestra, Hong Kong
Chinese Orchestra, as well as European symphony orchestras.

He is also the Music Director of the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra; former Principal
Guest Conductor of Singapore’s Ding Yi Music Company (2016—2022); and Artistic Director of
Singapore's and Hong Kong's largest inclusive orchestras, The Purple Symphony and True Colors
Symphony respectively.

Quek’s accolades include the Singapore National Arts Council’s (NAC) prestigious Young Artist Award
(2002), NAC Cultural Fellowship (2013), and the Meritorious Award by the Composers and Authors
Society of Singapore (2016). The Quek Ling Kiong Arts and Culture Scholarship was also established at
the Singapore Management University in his honour.
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Dr Liang Wern Fook is an outstanding Singaporean author, poet, lyricist, and singer-composer. For
more than 45 years, his words and music have created a Singapore style and carved out a place for
Singaporean culture in the world.

Xinyao is a music and cultural movement that began in Singapore in the 1980s, and Liang is one
of this movement's earliest pioneers. Xinyao is a unique expression of Singapore’s Chinese culture.
Liang’s iconic works such as Friends Forever (4H7KI<i7R), Singapore Pie (hMEIK), The Sparrow with
a Bamboo Twig (FREHTTTER), One Step at a Time (—#—#3F), Too Much (KZX%), and Before the
History Exams ([i%2%&i581%) have distinct local Chinese traits and a national flavour, reflecting the
vibrant linguistic and musical charms of a multicultural society. They also reflect the spirit of the era
in which they were created, documenting Singapore’s development and building social cohesion
among Singaporeans.

In Singapore, Liang is a household name known across different generations, and his work is
admired by diverse segments of society. Dramatist Kuo Pao Kun once described Liang’s special role
in Singapore's arts sector as that of a builder of bridges between literature and music. A public poll
conducted by the Composers and Authors Society of Singapore saw Liang voted as the person most
representative of the spirit of xinyao. After xinyao's heyday, he worked with top singers from mainland
China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, thereby introducing the cultural specificities and literary charm of
Chinese Singaporean popular music to the wider Chinese-speaking world. This helped to consolidate
and promote the development and maturation of the local Chinese popular music industry.

Liang wrote his first song in 1980. In 2015, he held a concert to mark the 35th anniversary of his creative
journey as a songwriter. Lianhe Zaobao named Liang as the representative figure for the music industry
when it published its list of that year's important cultural figures.

The multi-talented artist has received many awards and accolades for his achievements. Dr Liang is the
only artist who has received both the Young Artist Award (Literature, 1992) and the prestigious Cultural
Medallion (Music, 2010) across different genres of art. He received the Singapore Chinese Cultural
Contribution Award (Individual) in 2021.He has continuously created outstanding literary and musical
works that have connected with audiences within and beyond Singapore and helped to mould a unique
Singaporean identity. He is an iconic figure of our culture.
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Principal Conducter

Quek Ling Kiong
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) brought together xinyao icon Liang Wern Fook’s compositions
created across his musical career and Chinese orchestral music in a wildly successful Encounter concert
on 8 June 2024. Truly overwhelmed by the warmth and support from audience, SCO recorded the audio
tracks and released the album to coincide with the re-staging of Encounter I on 8 May 2026. Encounter
Il premieres a new work Encounter Again commissioned by SCO, composed by Liang Wern Fook and
arranged by Tan Kah Yong.

The musical works and words of Liang Wern Fook are part of a shared memories by a generation of
Singaporeans in the 80s-90s. As a retrospective look at Liang Wern Fook's musical journey, the 6 album
tracks comprise of medleys, each representing an artistic era. SCO Composer-in-Residence Wang Chenwei
featured 5 special fiddles and the Nanyin Pipa in his arrangements to represent the five main Singaporean
Chinese dialect groups, just like the song Sparrow Carrying a Twig conveys unique local ways of life. Listen
out for these instruments in A Song For You and Friends Forever: Nanyin Pipa, Cantonese Gaohu, Hakka
Touxian, Hainanese Diaoxian, Cantonese Yehu and Teochew Tihu.
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28HE#E Quek Ling Kiong
BF151E Principal Conductor

Available now on Spotify
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Encounter II: Liang Wern Fook’s
Composition Showcase

8.05.2026 (Fri) | 7.30pm SIS, fEeh. XF: 2R
9.05.2026 (Sat) | 3.00pm Creative Conceptualisation / Composer [ Words: Liang Wern Fook
(Matinee) $§1%: FBHATE Conductor: Quek Ling Kiong
9.05.2026 (Sat) | 7.30pm “mefi: TIREL. BRERZE Arranger: Wang Chenwei, Tan Kah Yong
MR EREERET
SCO CONCERT HALL
HRER
World Premiere
ﬁ BAR: HERFAOHEE, BREAFNEE.
R RENEER, BEBF—EN.
oy B—R, HEER, MESABFENBTF—
o BN, HMBLETEEHA.
A ERELE, RREBHRE-
~ FHIREDERED, =M.
ﬁ Some say all beautiful encounters are long-awaited reunions.
rl | say the most beautiful reunion is to encounter again.
J_, This reconnection is far from a coincidence. It is a gift from Time,
which cannot help but bring about a second meeting.
Encounters and meetings are only for those truly worth it.

Memory brings certainty.

ENCOUNTER The first step is a trot fuelled by anticipation. The exhilaration surpasses that of the
AGAIN first encounter.

Frifi:

Prelude

MR, BHERBEFTEFN—RI=,

B, BIFERALERE—RSRAIBIE:
RNANR, —m—RENEN, RBERVHE,

FEEE, —WALOBE, ATEE, STFRAEDIR,
ZRMK, N, 8—8, HE—HENL;
B—R, HMREFTH, EBEEMHIEWNSTHET.

If every life is an irreplicable opportunity,

then the life of a creator is simply a creation drawn out over decades.

Ideas blink into existence, as the creator meets their muses.

Slowly, bit by bit, in little fleets, ideas string together, lighting up a stirring path.
The grass, green as ever, marks the early and unchanging ideals;

the rain, drizzling so gently, washes away the dust of reality.

ENCOUNTER The years, akin to water, and to songs. Every song is a fresh encounter,

WITH LIFE every beginning a new one that transcribes the beauty and wonder of life.

(5—ERREa{r)
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ENCOUNTER
WITH
UNCERTAINTY

BPMANEE, HHERERZTRLEL,

IR, EBE—F—FEREE:

PMIMBEEETE, FEIDEEIKKER,

PER, BEMRYFH, FENEF, WEDE WERZ
LEENBERENTING, SENEREE LR,
FREEERE—MEFNET, BEEERE, UHAEBE.

It was as if we had all just encountered our youthful days yesterday.

When we were young, we had time to take life step by step.

Having just come from childhood, we got ready for the challenges of adolescence.
The first taste of love marks the beginning of vexation.

Oh youth, you are known as pure innocence, as well as ardent passion!
As youth turns and recedes in the distance, its echo ripples in one's heart.
Alas! Youth is a sentiment of persistence.

Despite its briefvisit, its presence lingers, reluctant to depart.
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HESALE, ez, BRAXZKS.
BEEAER—KE, tirERENER:
LREERIFE, JLFERN, BT .
HEHF4, BELBLR; MR, HFU8EERE,
HEHE, BREML? BRSERWHE?
LNBBIAH, BEEMNRHE,
ERRSREANTFEO;

i, B—EREEMAIRNEH .

In the reality of life, one is often presented with too many moments of uncertainty.
There is another face to the truth, possibly just a fragment of hope:

when faith encounters doubt, an almost-realized hope can fall silent,

all too suddenly.

If one were to sit among the crowd, they ought to embrace their inner child;

if one wishes to stand out, they have to face solitude in consciousness.

Who am 1? Whence | come? Where am | going?

When the smaller self encounters the bigger one, and when existence and
meaning converse at the crossroads of exploration and reflection,

uncertainty is a symphonic piece, composed of a riot of boisterous voices.

(% AR m—HES)
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ENCOUNTER
WITH SELF

FHWEN, SBWIREE, HAUFTMNE.

icle, #MEERE; W, ERILERRE.
BTRUNHS, BETHS. B—HIFE, BEdE,
EIFE,

B—&KENTE, RIECHEE, RRFTINK.
HEEMNXE, REHhE, HFE0Est.
DEBEMEN, REEe, HBERE.

BMEKE, F¥EFfh, HEWR.

Seng-chiu to Grandpa, Malaya to Dad, and Singapore to me.
Memories live in songs, which take root in history.
When there is peace of mind, one finds a home. Like a little sparrow that,
after traversing an ocean, encounters its new home;
like a river on the equator finding its name, flowing in true Singapore style.
As long as you have a home, regardless of how high you fly, how far you roam,
there is a place you can always look back on.
As long as home is in our heart, come what may, we will have no fear.
When one encounters their home, infinite futures become possible.
(RRERTTTHED
(AEXFRR)
(F17)
(BRI K IE)
(Frhnigeim)

SO B LA, WF0ZKATAROAE

EmpIHRE, FRENESMMN

AR ZE, BN—RARENSR.

REBBESR, TRBEEFR? TENKE, REAYLIMR,
EEEE, MEEE, MREBE, BoHREZD,

QERRE, BN R, BFAEEE?

RRHEHE, RARIERMCIEIE, 13K, HREANDE,

The autumn and the heart can reconcile, as can the mountains and the waters.
As it turns out, the journey of life is such:

after the hardships of a long sojourn, after the trials of an endless trek,

a view comes into view, a view of reconciliation.

Am | the one who travelled on the path, or is the path travelling on me?

So it is, between the traveller and the journey, reconciliation is possible.
Youth has aged, uncertainty has gone, but when one evokes their
memories, one finds that they have not been left behind. Speak to the heart,
whenever it feels right, “Hey, you. Are you still in there?”

During the cold season, keep warm by looking back to the beginning.

They who return are still the youth that set out, all those many years ago.

(RUTER)
(—2WLKk—Em)

(AN RIRA DR ER)
{REFEETE)

(RS mEE)
(MIREIREERR FF 48D

FOME, WREET?

BEMENRACS—RTAS, ATFERER,

ZELE, XBiEE. RFMGENLERNE, RENFRILNG,
FrEMEMNN, EREESFE,

FrENIGE, EFFET—RNHR.
FREERERIPIAMW! BINFEEN,

In youth, who didn’t have dreams? The rarest encounter is with oneself —
remain true, and it would eventually be possible.

Many years later, we meet again. The best encounter is meeting a friend,

the most wonderful music is resonance.

Music captures every encounter, every meeting.

Every departure marks a next arrival; every arrival readies the next departure.
To all who are still searching, you and | have already met.

We have had our own encounters.

( LRk A<D
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Upcoming Concerts

HEf Date RS Concert 5 Venue
16.05.2026 NERE: BEESHINEERE N RAT T
EHA73 SAT 7:30PM  Fantasia: Yan Huichang and SCO SCO Concert Hall

22 & 25.05.2026 IEFRS2026BHIBEFRAEN: e RAERT
EMA. — BERERA! SCO Concert Hall

FRI, MON 10:30AM

Young Children's Concert 2026 DiSCOver
the Magic of Music with Professor Quek:

23.05.2026 Musical Weather Forecast!

EHA7S SAT

11AM, 2:30PM

06.06.2026 RE - RE B RAERT
E1A77 SAT7:30PM  Titan Sculptors SCO Concert Hall

11 &12.09.2026
E1F FRI 7:30PM

O R AR F I EE
SCO Goes to VivoCity

(EES:
VivoCity Amphitheatre, L3

EHA75 SAT 7:30PM
23.09.2026 BELERE KIERITKE
2H1= WED 12PM Musical Bento Box UOB Plaza Atrium
26.09.2026 LA FRIG iR
EHA75 SAT 6:30PM  Music Oasis Ficus Lawn, Chinese Garden
10.10.2026 Fronsp e REAL L REE qils
E 7% SAT 6PM SCO Goes to Bukit Merah View Bukit Merah View Square
14.11.2026 2R FRIG N EEY E
2177 SAT 6PM Music Oasis Singapore Botanic Gardens,
Shaw Foundation
Symphony Stage
Supported by Partners
Official Airline Preferred Bank Partner A Partner of
== b Beti &
MATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL .m*‘*m ....... wher Em::lg{yday ?I_NRL_"'!EE m DBS @cultumpq__gg
SCO 4
ANEEEE

sco.com.sg | snyco.com.sg




