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Quek Ling Kiong

Principal Conductor

DEFEBHIMFEFAEMLET KOEFIEE. ATBISENEEZE, % “ARN
BT BE. BEEF1997FENTF EEEFER, BAMAFIEERAETEFERE. A
BRUZAREZENBRIEENE, BERBAMMRERARBEE MEE0FERRAKRER,
ftbF2023 FHIFE E 6.

BEEERTERFEE, EFNZAEE. ETEEELEREFE. [ ARIERANEE
HRE, WEERMBEFHEEEERHNSAZMERE. ROBEFNDEE, BRTHEE
HMEERSEEFANTRSE. £2016220224F 8, B EEREHANEREEERE.
fEF2015FEF2019FE S A HAEFMFMEEA M EARANERERA—LEXWFEAN

“True Colors Symphony” BIZARE M.

20025, BEERHMPFERERBESMASTEEARE, HLEERERBES LM
% B2 B4 (2013) FAFR N3 iR B AR AU & R TR K 22 (2016) B E . 20195, FMEEE B AZFIFL
T ‘DEEXAERLZFE” |, ERMTEARTBASEE.

Quek Ling Kiong is the first Principal Conductor of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) to have
been born and bred in Singapore. Hailed as the “People’s Conductor”, he joined the SCO in 1997 as
Percussion Principal after graduating from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He pursued
conducting studies at Zurich University of the Arts, and was promoted to Principal Conductor in 2023
after two decades of conducting the SCO.

Besides leading one of the world’s top Chinese orchestras, Quek has guest-conducted esteemed
ensembles such as the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, Guangdong Chinese Orchestra, Hong Kong
Chinese Orchestra, as well as European symphony orchestras.

He is also the Music Director of the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra; former Principal
Guest Conductor of Singapore’s Ding Yi Music Company (2016-2022); and Artistic Director of
Singapore and Hong Kong's largest inclusive orchestras, The Purple Symphony and True Colors
Symphony respectively.

Quek’s accolades include the Singapore National Arts Council’s (NAC) prestigious Young Artist Award
(2002), NAC Cultural Fellowship (2013), and the Meritorious Award by the Composers and Authors
Society of Singapore (2016). The Quek Ling Kiong Arts and Culture Scholarship was also established
at the Singapore Management University in his honour.
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Liang Wern Fook

Creative Conceptualisation « Music « Words

RXEELEMMBEARHBER . FA A#ER. FERTF. SIEE40EFE, MAFEFEHBHHLE
S5&RER, tIE “FNER" ERRIE. (EA20MHE0ERIELEHNEET6IE, HE
BERM CHKICTRY « CGEIIEIRY « KRERITRY . «<—HF—FRY . «<KEKXEY .
«HEEFRATY> EEHANAIFENREFR, ENHFNEEE5TRBN, AEFREIN
MRS, ERTHSHEZR, 8B TEANRE.

RTRAEAMRE PR, BEHHATEZIAR, tHAERBEALE. Z2O0RE. RERBEE
BRARNBEREZIENESKAC: EXENTRZEERRRE. RESH —BERFRR
BEZARE (X, 1992) HREEZARESRENINLE (FF, 2010) BMEARR.
20034, {AMHARIUINSEAARIRIETED, BNEHIES “SERKMEBHOAY - 21tL
sk, EXEMEERZMRRFEME, LEAMFRRE DN P TRTREAILE A,
RN T IR RITE R TR LR

RUBE1980FECIES—EIH, 2015FE DS AERES, REH “BRARIR FEDiZE
“SUERZ A - 201645, RNEFEFEIAZME ‘@FEEURKRE" ; 20174, 2
WEXBTSBAEN “BEEARR” ; 20015, RUERFTMEELIAFLZELSRERME
AHBRER, FRIFMFERU R OMEFTINFERTHKE (DA) - BREBRKS,
IRSACMERER, EMBABREM, NMAZHINEXLHREEAY.

Dr Liang Wern Fook is an outstanding Singaporean author, poet, lyricist, and singer-composer. For
more than 40 years, his words and music have created a Singapore style and carved out a place for
Singaporean culture in the world.

Xinyao is a music and cultural movement that began in Singapore in the 1980s, and Liang is one of
this movement’s earliest pioneers. Xinyao is a unique expression of Singapore’s Chinese culture.
Liang’s iconic works such as Friends Forever (#07K1&i%) , Singapore Pie (FFANYEIR) , The Sparrow
with a Bamboo Twig (FRERFTHE) |, One Step at a Time (—H—4%3K) , Too Much (K% K%) and
Before the History Exams ([iE%iXBI%) have distinct local Chinese traits and a national flavour,
reflecting the vibrant linguistic and musical charms of a multi-cultural society. They also reflect the
spirit of the era when they were created in, in documenting Singapore’s development and building
social cohesion amongst Singaporeans.

In Singapore, Liang is a household name who is known across different generations and whose work
is admired by diverse segments of society. Dramatist Kuo Pao Kun once described Liang’s special role
in Singapore’s arts sector as that of a builder of bridges between literature and music. A public poll
conducted by the Composers and Authors Society of Singapore saw Liang voted as the person who
was most representative of the spirit of xinyao. After xinyao’s heyday, he worked with top singers from
mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong, thereby introducing the cultural specificities and literary
charm of Chinese Singaporean popular music to the wider Chinese-speaking world. This helped
to consolidate and promote the development and maturation of the local Chinese popular
music industry.

Liang wrote his first song in 1980. In 2015, he held a concert to mark the 35th anniversary of his
creative journey as a songwriter. Lianhe Zaobao named Liang as the representative figure for the
music industry when it published its list of that year’s important cultural figures.

The muti-talented artist has received many awards and accolades for his achievements. Dr Liang is the
only artist who has received the Young Artist Award (Literature, 1992) and the prestigious Cultural
Medallion (Music, 2010) across different genres of art. He received the Singapore Chinese Cultural
Contribution Award (Individual) in 2021. He has continuously created outstanding literary and
musical works which have connected with audiences within and beyond Singapore and helped to
mould a unique Singaporean identity. He is an iconic figure of our culture.
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Encounter
with Life
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MR, SNEGHETTEFN—KIE,

B, HEHEMAERE—REKMEIE:
RART, —H—HaER, 25 ERNAIE.
FEES, —WOEE; AWHEH, HiEWSLRIR.
SRMK, R, -8, BE—IHEN,;
F—xk, MREHFE, EEEGHEMSHET

If every life is an irreplicable opportunity,

then the life of a creator is simply a creation drawn out over decades.

Ideas blink into existence, as the creator meets their muses.

Slowly, bit by bit, in little fleets, ideas string together, lighting up a stirring path.
The grass, green as ever, marks the early and unchanging ideals;

the rain, drizzling so gently, washes away the dust of reality.

The years, akin to water, and to songs. Every song is a fresh encounter,

every beginning a new one that transcribes the beauty and wonder of life.

(5B MR)
CORIIIE)

BAYAKNESR, HHHEERTRIERL.

MARHE, EH—F—5 kAR E):
WIMEEED R, FEZDEBKKAER.

VISER, RORKTE, SENEE, WEDRE, MERZL
HEENERHITIE, FFNEREEDREHE.
FREER—MEBERIER, BEEEEE, EHTEEE.

It was as if we had all just encountered our youthful days yesterday.

When we were young, we had time to take life step by step.

Having just come from childhood, we got ready for the challenges of adolescence.
The first taste of love marks the beginning of vexation.

Oh youth, you are known as pure innocence, as well as ardent passion!

As youth turns and recedes in the distance, its echo ripples in one’s heart.

Alas! Youth is a sentiment of persistence.

Despite its brief visit, its presence lingers, reluctant to depart.

Encounter (—H—%3K)
with Youth A IH AR &F )
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HIAEER, HENZ, 2EREKRE.

HEAZ—KE, MIFRAENER:

LIREBRIEE, JLFERE, ARZHRITRT -

HHEY, FERBEZ; Wik, LHMAFE.

HRiE, MEBML? RSEIPE?

HORBAKXE, SFEEMBEXNHE,
ERZSRETFH®O; 18, B—EAREIEMERZME-.

In the reality of life, one is often presented with too many moments of uncertainty.
There is another face to the truth, possibly just a fragment of hope:

when faith encounters doubt, an almost-realized hope can fall silent,

all too suddenly.

If one were to sit among the crowd, they ought to embrace their inner child;

if one wishes to stand out, they have to face solitude in consciousness.

Who am 1? Whence | come? Where am | going?

When the smaller self encounters the bigger one, and when existence and
meaning converse at the crossroads of exploration and reflection,

uncertainty is a symphonic piece, composed of a riot of boisterous voices.

Encounter (AW S —5Kk)
with Uncertainty ()
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Intermission

FHHEMN, ESHDRIE, HAFINE.

LIz, #EAERE; &, BRILEREE.
BTRUORMT, EETHS. G—RHKE, EDE, BRIAE;
B—RFFERN, RBBSHEF, AR
#HEHNXE, XSz, HEmEZL.
CEFNRN], RETE, BEARE.

BRRE, R, EAITR.

Seng-chiu to Grandpa, Malaya to Dad, and Singapore to me.

Memories live in songs, which take root in history.

When there is peace of mind, one finds a home. Like a little sparrow that,
aﬁer trauersing an ocean, encounters its new home;

like a river on the equator finding its name, flowing in true Singapore style.

As long as you have a home, regardless of how high you fly, how far you roam,
there is a place you can always look back on.

As long as home is in our heart, come what may, we will have no fear.

When one encounters their home, infinite futures become possible.

Encounter CHRREETE AL
with Home AN T )
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EwminE, EREREIMN AEREZRE, BR—RMBHXR.
RERREDR, TEREEER? TERRE, FEXRATLIME.
EECEZ, HEEE, MRBE, BEIKRELE;
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RRHIRHE, ASVIEROEERIE. 13k, HEHLHDE.

The autumn and the heart can reconcile, as can the mountains and the
waters. As it turns out, the journey of life is such:

after the hardships of a long sojourn, after the trials of an endless trek,

a view comes into view, a view of reconciliation.

Am | the one who travelled on the path, or is the path travelling on me?
So it is, between the traveller and the journey, reconciliation is possible.
Youth has aged, uncertainty has gone, but when one evokes their
memories, one finds that they have not been left behind. Speak to the
heart, whenever it feels right, “Hey, you. Are you still in there?”

During the cold season, keep warm by looking back to the beginning.
They who return are still the youth that set out, all those many years ago.

R Y= &<

Encounter (R
with Reconciliation (R K—REHR)
Can RO

R RIETE)

(RZEREWIR )

CNPRIBI AR KT 4 )

& EORIE, ERED?
ERMELEED —STHD, ATEEEN.
0 LHENE, NERE. BENELENE, BENEELLS,
FANBNL, BREEESE,
AN, BERET— Rl
Q AR SH T, RAEEER.

In youth, who didn't have dreams? The rarest encounter is with
oneself—remain true, and it would eventually be possible.
Many years later, we meet again. The best encounter is
meeting a friend, the most wonderful music is resonance.

Music captures every encounter, every meeting.

Every departure marks a next arrival; every arrival readies the
next departure.

To all who are still searching, you and | have already met.

We have had our own encounters.

Encounter CH—ERER)
with Self AR K i)
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