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SR, We aspire to be a world renowned Chinese Orchestra
AR R AOHT K AR E with a uniquely Singaporean character

BAfER Our Mission

RAEER, BEtHHR To inspire Singapore and the World with our music
T MENR Our Values

BREHERT Strive for excellence in our performances

RIEHF A Commiitted to teamwork

TEF QS Open to innovation and learning
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Board of Directors

RAZR&: RELILL
MUSIC TUEDAYS: THE INDISCERNIBLE PHOENIX

ZEJhz: #BETE Sheng Solo: Kevin Cheng
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Composed by Lin Weihua, Hu Tianquan,

Joyful Pasture

Accompaniment arranged by Kevin Cheng

IREfas: fF Harp accompaniment: Nigel Foo
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Recollection Composed by Park Gyeonghun
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o 4 e ) . Composed by Astor Piazzolla,
Histoire du Tango: Il. Café 1930 Adapted by Kevin Cheng

IRESHER: KT Harp accompaniment: Nigel Foo
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Farewell at Yangguan Pass (World Premiere) AT, (T ) il

HE: FRW F) R (BF)
Accompaniment: Lee Jun Cheng (Xiao), Nigel Foo (Harp)

(1BR5E) (RE®) DI R
Finger Dance (World Premiere) Corpreszal by itz [Kelel o
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Accompaniment: Hu Chung-Chin (Piano), Xu Xuena (Cello), Derek Koh (Percussion)
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FREK BERR
Composed by Chan Hing-Yan
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Directors BrRif =54 Mr Chen Hwai Liang
8Tt Ms Michelle Cheo
A/P Eugene Dairianathan
FBEREZL Mdm Heng Boey Hong
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R Tt Ms Susan Leong
Mr Jeya Poh Wan Suppiah
PRERELSEE Mr Anthony Tan

RERELE Mr Paul Tan

Sonic Bedazzlement (World Premiere)
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Accompaniment: Nigel Foo (Harp), Derek Koh (Percussion)

T E 8&X: #8755 Programme Curator: Kevin Cheng
KT3E1%1t: BRIEX Lighting Design: Gabriel Chan

BER22HYVNN, THHRE. EREEREITEEDZR.
Approximate concert duration: 1 hour, no intermission.
There will be a post-concert chat after the concert.

BOEERSTHITREMNARER
No videography and flash photography
is permitted in this concert.
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in 1997,
is Singapore’s only professional national Chinese orchestra.
SCO, made up of more than 8o musicians, occupies the
Singapore Conference Hall, which is a national monument.
With Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong as its patron, SCO takes
on the twin role of preserving traditional arts and culture and
establishing its unique identity through the incorporation of
Southeast Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its blockbuster
presentations and is fast establishing itself around the world.
In 2009, SCO made history by becoming the first Chinese
orchestra to perform in the opening week of the Edinburgh
Festival, and in 2010, performed in Paris as part of the
Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and versatility,
SCO has toured various countries and cities including Beijing,
Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing, Suzhou, Macau, Hungary and
England. The year 2019 also saw SCO performing in Asia
Culture Centre, Gwangju, South Korea and completing the
Europe Concert Tour in Berlin (Germany), Prague (Czech
Republic), Forli (Italy) and Ioannina (Greece). In August 2022,
an ensemble of 5 SCO musicians was invited to Nuremberg
(Germany) by the Nuremberg Symphony Orchestra to perform
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at the Klassik Open Air, an annual large-scale outdoor concert
that was attended by over 75,000 audience. These international
platforms provided SCO with the opportunities to showcase
its talents and music, propelling it to the forefront of the
international music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s orchestra, SCO
widens its outreach by performing regularly at various national
parks, communities and schools. SCO also commissions its
own compositions. It is with this vision that SCO continues
to inspire, influence, educate and communicate through
its music.
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Tsung Yeh — Music Director
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Maestro Tsung Yeh began his tenure at the Singapore Chinese
Orchestra (SCO) as Music Director in 2002. Under his
leadership, SCO expanded its repertoire with ground-breaking
works such as Marco Polo and Princess Blue — A Symphonic
Epic (2002), and Admiral of the Seven Seas (2005) and Awaking
(2008). In 2013, Tsung Yeh was awarded the Cultural
Medallion; the highest accolade in the arts. He is also currently
serving as advisor to the Singapore National Youth
Chinese Orchestra.

With relentless vigour, Tsung Yeh pioneered and developed
SCO’s signature Nanyang music style, infusing Southeast
Asian elements and heritage into symphonic works. Tsung
Yeh put on a grand display of Nanyang music during the
National Day Parade 2007, where he conducted an awe-
inspiring performance comprised of musicians from SCO,
Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Singapore Armed Forces
Central Band, Malay, Indian and Nanyin ensembles. The
Singapore International Competition for Chinese Orchestral
Composition (SICCOC) was initiated by Tsung Yeh, and
subsequently supported by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong,
to act as a platform to educate and establish repertoire of
Nanyang and Singapore-inspired music.

Flying the Singapore flag high, Tsung Yeh has led SCO on
numerous international concert tours to great acclaim. In
March 2005, he led the orchestra on its first tour to Europe
at Barbican Centre in London, The Sage Gateshead and the
Budapest Spring Festival. History was made when Tsung Yeh
led SCO to be the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the
Edinburgh Festival. Since then, SCO’s international
performances have proliferated under Tsung Yeh'’s guidance,
touring China, England, Hong Kong, Macau, Malaysia, and
South Korea. In 2019, Tsung Yeh led SCO on a wildly
successful concert tour in Europe, showcasing Nanyang
music to Berlin, Prague, Forli and Ioannina to standing
ovations at every leg of the tour.

As a highly sought-after conductor and music director,
maestro Tsung Yeh has worked with a myriad of
prestigious orchestras. He served as the Music Director of
the South Bend Symphony Orchestra (SBSO) in the United
States from 1988 to 2016, and was honoured with the ASCAP
Award in 1995. Upon his retirement from SBSO, Tsung Yeh
was presented the “Sagamore of the Wabash Award” from
the Indiana State — the highest honour given by Indiana
governor Mike Pence. The mayor of South Bend City, Pete
Buttigieg, also declared 7 May 2016 as “Tsung Yeh Day”.
Maestro Tsung Yeh is currently designated as Conductor
Laureate by the South Bend Symphony Orchestra Association.

He has also collaborated with reputable international
orchestras including San Francisco, Tucson and New Haven
Symphonies, Calgary and Rochester Philharmonic, the Royal
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Scottish National Orchestra, and various orchestras from
China, Europe, Hong Kong, Japan, Taiwan, Russia and Czech
Republic. As part of the Conductors’ Mentor Programme
sponsored by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Tsung Yeh
worked with Music Director Daniel Barenboim and Principal
Guest Conductor Pierre Boulez. Tsung Yeh was also the
former Music Director of the Northwest Indiana Symphony
Orchestra, Hong Kong Sinfonietta, and the Exxon/Arts
Endowment Conductor of the Saint Louis Symphony
Orchestra. He served as Resident Conductor of Florida
Orchestra and was the Principal Guest Conductor of Albany
Symphony Orchestra of New York. Over the years, Tsung Yeh
has made various recordings under the HUGO, Delos and
Naxos labels. At the Shanghai Grand Theatre, Tsung Yeh
conducted the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra at the 2020 New
Year’s concert; organized and broadcasted by Tencent to over
1.2 million audiences.

Back at his alma mater, Tsung Yeh is a guest professor at the
Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He has taught conducting
workshops hosted by the Conductors Guild, The League of
American Orchestras and the Musik Hochschule of Zurich
and is also active in conducting masterclasses in China,
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore. In recent years, he was
appointed the Principal Guest Conductor of the China
Central Chinese Orchestra, Artistic Committee Member of
the Jiangsu Centre for the Performing Arts and Senior
Researcher of the He Luting Chinese Music Research Institute
of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music and a member of the
Faculty of the International Conducting Institute (ICI) in
Czech Republic. In 2016, he was selected as one of ten
outstanding conductors by the China Nationalities Orchestra
Society. In the same year, Tsung Yeh was also appointed as
the Expert of China Thousand Talents Programme.
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Kevin Cheng is currently sheng musician of Singapore
Chinese Orchestra. He graduated from the Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts (HKAPA) with First Class
Honours. Principal sheng teachers include Cheng Tak-wai,
Loo Sze-wang, Hu Tianquan and Weng Zhenfa.

Born and raised in Hong Kong, Kevin won numerous awards
and scholarships over the years and his major solo appearances
in the past include: Kwan Nai-chung’s Peacock and Keith
Hon's Groovy II with HKAPA Symphony Orchestra (2011 &
2014); Qian Zhaoxi’s Tianshan Rhapsody with Hong Kong
Youth Chinese Orchestra (2011); Ng Cheuk-yin’s The Seventh
Month with Singapore Chinese Orchestra (2016) and with
HKAPA Chinese Orchestra (2018); solo recitals at Hong
Kong City Hall (2015), Esplanade, Singapore (2015) and Yale-
NUS College, Singapore (2017); and guest appearance at
Setouchi International Arts Festival (2010), Singapore
International Festival of Arts (2016) and Hong Kong Arts
Festival (2022).

Kevin is also dedicated in music education and has given
many concerts, lectures and workshops in schools and
universities including the Yale-NUS College in Singapore,
the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts in Hong Kong,
etc. He currently also serves as Council Member of Singapore
Chinese Music Federation Youth Chapter, Teacher Artist of
Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra and Instructor
of Resonance — Sheng Ensemble.

Since 2003, he has collaborated and gone on performance
tours with different orchestras and ensembles, covering many
countries and regions.

Apart from his performance endeavours, Kevin is an avid
arranger and he has received commissions from Singapore
Chinese Orchestra, Dingyi Music Company, The Purple
Symphony, etc. He is currently studying composition under
the tutelage of Law Wai Lun.
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]oyful Pasture Accompaniment arranged by Kevin Cheng
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Joyful Pasture was composed in the 1970s. The piece was one of the representative works of Hu
Tianquan, a master of sheng in China. The music describes the joyful spring with delightful colours at
the Tianshan pastures. The grassland is full of joy and herdsmen bathed in the early spring sunshine.
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Recollection Composed by Park Gyeonghun
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The melody encompasses elements of East Asian Movie theme song, and is beautiful and easy to
remember. The composer leveraged on the strengths of a sheng — the ability to produce more than
one tone at the same time, to allow it to play chords and polyphony, while incorporating the unique
fingering of the traditional sheng in the main melody.
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Programme Synopsis

FIETHE/R - I RI{ERE, KB5S T1E
Composed by Astor Piazzolla,
Adapted by Kevin Cheng
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Histoire du Tango: Il. Café 1930
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Programme Synopsis
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Finger Dance Composed by Phang Kok Jun
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Café 1930 by Astor Piazzolla is the second movement of the suite Histoire du Tango, where the composer
tells the history of tango in four chunks of music styled at thirty-year interval. Piazzolla provided
program notes that expand on the individual movements:

Café 1930: This is another age of the tango. People stopped dancing it as they did in 1900, preferring
instead simply to listen to it. It became more musical, and more romantic. This tango has undergone total
transformation: the movements are slower, with new and often melancholy harmonies. Tango orchestra come
to consist of two violins, two concertinas, a piano and a bass. The tango is sometimes sung as well.
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Ancient tune, Arranged by Chow Junyi

Farewell at Yangguan Pass
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Farewell at Yangguan Pass is arranged based on the ancient Chinese tune of the same name. The piece
was written in an elegant and lyrical style. In addition to the changing motives in various forms, each
passage is performed uniquely in accordance with the instrument’s different timbre and performance
techniques. The traditional sheng is used as a bridge to set off the vintage, retro style, and also, explores
the new possibilities of contemporary music with the introduction of the harp.
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“Composers usually think in terms of pitches, and I am no different. But for this piece, I started writing

by thinking about gestures and patterns instead.

I have always been intrigued by the note placements on the sheng. For someone who doesn’t know
how to play the sheng, the fingering pattern seems to be irregular. Hence, for the composition of this
piece, I studied the fingering and pitch system of the instrument. As I was experimenting, I started
finding interesting note patterns that not only sound good, but also looked to me like a musician’s
fingers dancing on the instrument.

Finger Dance is commissioned by the Singapore Chinese Orchestra.
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Sonic Bedazzlement Composed by Chan Hing-yan
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Sonic Bedazzlement - for sheng, harp & percussion
1. Fanfare Fragments

2. A Distant Dirge

3. Quasi Answers

4. Journey Revisited

Sonic Bedazzlement - for sheng, harp & percussion was composed at the request of the young sheng
performer Kevin Cheng for his recital “The Indiscernible Phoenix” held in September 2022.

The Chinese title of Sonic Bedazzlement comes from the last line of a poem, written by the Tang poet
Lang Shiyuan (727-780), depicting the bedazzlement of listening to a sheng playing from afar. While
the four Chinese subtitles pay much homage to the same poem, their English counterparts refer to
musical materials of respective movements.

The opening Fanfare Fragments is a mosaic-like prologue constructed out of a few simple, seemingly
unrelated gestures. A Distant Dirge is a bleak elegy in which snippets of John Dowland’s (1563-1626)
famous lute song Lachrimae Pavan is heard in the harp part. Quasi Answers provides three plausible
responses to Charles Ives’s (1874-1954) The Unanswered Question (1908). The final movement Journey
Revisited is a reinterpretation of the iconic traditional tune Lao Liu Ban (An Old Tune in Six Phrases),
and serves as the structural downbeat of the whole suite.
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Be in awe as renowned Violinist Ning Feng and Cellist Qin Li-wei
regale the crowd with an instrumental feast this September
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Esplanade Concert Hall
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An exploration of Chinese mythological figures—Pan Gu,
Nu Wa and Huang Di, through music and multimedia

A programme of In New Light — A Season of Commissions, in celebration of
Esplanade’s 20th anniversary.
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HRRT B KA IR BT S BR R E R K 2B S B B ERET R .
—RFINE —Re, BTRAET!

The SCO ruan section takes the spotlight this Music Tuesdays

to present world premieres of new works and showcase

the expressive power of the ruan!
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Celebrate Music Director Tsung Yeh'’s 20 years with Singapore
Chinese Orchestra with three of his most memorable and notable
productions - “Sea — The Source of Life”, “Zheng He - Admiral of the
Seven Seas (Selections)” and “Marco Polo & Princess Blue (Selections)”
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We pride ourselves as Singapore’s only professional Chinese Orchestra. However, keeping up with the
title is easier said than done. We know that it is insufficient to rely solely on governmental assistance to
continue on with our endeavours. Hence, it is necessary for us to engage you in the work we do, so that
SCO will continue to serve the nation to its fullest.

We welcome your generous contribution to the SCO. Every dollar goes into enabling SCO to create

better programmes accessible to you and everyone. Donations are entitled to 2.5 times tax deduction.

You may make your donation through the following channels:

EANEE Giving. SG# TR _LIBFK:
SCO Giving.SG:

www.giving.sg/singapore-chinese-orchestra

PayNow/ fRITH: I :
PayNow/Bank Transfer:

UEN: 199603271D

Account Name: Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited
Bank: Overseas Chinese Banking Corporation Ltd

Branch Address: Main Branch

Bank No: 7339

Branch No: 501

Account number: 501-347116-001

(HIRBHE. FHEM) REAFENT AU 25 HhREBHI I F,

*Note: Please send us your organisation/personal details within 3 working days after making your donation if you
need a tax-deductible receipt to be issued to you

XEBR

By cheque:

HEK% X EX 45 “Singapore Chinese Orchestra”, %

Please make cheque(s) payable to "Singapore Chinese Orchestra" and mail it to:

7 Shenton Way, Singapore Conference Hall, Singapore 068810

B BRI/ AT (A0 BEE. FHIEB) ERZFMFAFTMEASE, XEFHSEH.

*Note: Please send your organisation/personal details with the cheque if you need a tax-deductible receipt to be issued to you.

You may refer to the following link for the details required.

WWW.sco.com.sg/en/support-us/sponsorship-donation

BERSTEMBIIHAERE 00T kM EREOAL,

Donations ($100 & above) will be acknowledged in the house programme.

HEREEREBR, HENE.
Please inform us if you wish to remain anonymous.

MAELZIEE, HERE W SHREER: Ms Lim Fen Ni #Z54E

For any further enquiries, please contact:
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Tel: 6557 4010 « Fax: 6557 2756 « Email: fnlim@sco.com.sg

RIRERR

Donors List

(January 2021 — July 2022)

S$$400,000 and above

Temasek Foundation

S$100,000 and above

Ms Ho Ching

S$50,000 and above

Mr Simon Cheong

S$40,000 and above

Deutsche Bank AG, Singapore

$$20,000 and above

Asia Industrial Development
(Pte) Ltd

S$10,000 and above

Singapore Press Holdings
Foundation
Tan Chin Tuan Foundation

S$5000 and above

Acviron Acoustics
Consultants Pte Ltd

PSA International Pte Ltd
Dr Rosslyn Leong Sou Fong
Mr Dominic Tai

S$4000 and above

Robert Khan & Co Pte Ltd
Dr Maria Helena Dieleman

S$3000 and above

Ms Grace Fu
Mr Robin Hu Yee Cheng

S$2000 and above

Cosco Shipping International
(Singapore) Co. Ltd

Ms Florence Chek

Ms Li Lu

Ms Angeline Poon Yen Yen

Dr William Yip

S$1000 and above

Ms Dawn Chia

Dr Ho Ting Fei

Mr William Leong
Mr Tay Woon Teck
Mdm Xiao Li

S$500 and above

Mr Amit Ganju

Ms Pang Siu Yuin
Ms Jane Wang Wan
Dr Tan Yuh Huann

S$400 and above

Miss Koh Wei Ying Ann
Mr Ng Bon Leong

S$200 and above

Mr Cheng Xiaohui

Mr Chia Teck Kern

Ms Joyce Chiong

Ms Belinda Koh Yuh Ling
Mr Lek Ngee Seng

Ms Li Yaojie

Ms Ng Keck Sim

Ms Judy Ong Chiew Kiang
Ms Sze Jia Yin

Ms Tan Bee Yong

Mr Tan Cheow Min

Mr Vincent Wang Liang

S$100 and above

Mr Andre Bose Do Amaral
Ms Chan Zhe Ying

Ms Wendy Chia Voon Kiah
The Late Mr Chow Fan Fu
Mr Ho Shen Yuan

Ms Ho Weng Yan

Mr Novielli Michael John
Mr Koh Kok Ban

Mr Samuel Lim Tow Ming
Mr Dennys Ow Song Sim
Ms Quek Hwee Choo

Ms Soo Fei Jien

Ms Tan Gee Keow

Ms Veronica Tham Poh Mui
Mr James Wong Chin Chuen
Ms Zhang Wanying

Sponsorships-in-kind 2021

Createurs Productions Pte Ltd
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Management and Administration Team

EEE

Management

{TEUEY Executive Director
ALl Ho Wee San, Terence

&3 X% (798) Director (Programmes)
FREEE Chin Woon Ying

£ TE (DA EHE) Director (Corporate Services)
5k3E = Teo Bee Lan

F% (455451t Deputy Director (Finance & Accounts Management)
B )L Chay Wai Ee, Jacelyn
EE (EARITE) Deputy Director (Artistic Administration)
2% = Loh Mee Joon
F% (215EE) Deputy Director (Facilities)
FRE ¥ Tan Kok Siang, Collin

F% (L S#RK) Head (Development & Partnership)
MZ5Ye Lim Fen Ni

EE (fTH5B) Assistant Director (Marketing Communications)
3K Teo Nien Tuan, June

EARITH

Artistic Administration

BhIBLZIE (ZARTTE) Assistant Manager (Artistic Administration)
MEUY Lum Mun Ee

SERMITER (EARTTE) Senior Executive (Artistic Administration)
FEf&#s Shi Beixi
&35 Orchestra Librarian

ZEIRET Lee Le Xuan, Sherman
Z=E94T Lee Yun Hong

ERBNEE (ZARTTH) Senior Assistant (Artistic Administration)
EIFIE Ng Wei Ting

L34 Intern

FHEER Tian Jiayu

ZEAREX

Artistic Planning

BERZIR (Z AR KN) Assistant Manager (Artistic Planning)
ERE%$2 Kng Eng Chuan

A Teo Shu Rong

=R MITE Senior Executive

2 Ng Rui Jun

L34 Intern

=Wk Gaw Yong En

Z Li You

BREHIE

Concert Production
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£ 84 E Stage Manager

Z={R X Lee Chun Seng
EH/MITE Senior Executive
Z=H7K Lee Kwang Kiat
EmthiEG Sound Coordinator
RERL Leong Zhi Cheng, Samuel

$%JM Technician
X4 Lau Hui San, Vincent

=R ESBhIE Senior Production Crew
ZHHE Lee Leng Hwee

$£28Bh% Production Crew
A4 Joo Siang Heng
FiR3ME Tan Hong You, Benson
L34 Intern

FRZM Tan Suet Peng

W SSHhE
Development &
Partnership

L34 Intern
EI§A Wong Hai Rong

MESE5TER
Finance & Accounts
Management

BhIEZIR (15555 1T) Assistant Manager (Finance & Accounts Management)
FFF] Liew Wei Lee

HEFH I Wong Siew Ling

SRENE (1153 5511) Senior Assistant (Finance & Accounts Management)
FRFSE Tan Siew Har

=RBHE (RMI) Senior Assistant (Procurement)
B2 & Ng Kee Yan, Keleen
HZYE Peck Yin Ni, Jessica

ANFERS T
Human Resource &
Administration

BhIBL2IR (SRHIZESS) Assistant Manager (Orchestra Affairs)
MRIEH Lim Wan Ying

BB 428 (A AFR) Assistant Manager (Human Resource)
E2 &) Pang Qin Wei

BhIELZIB (TR Assistant Manager (Administration)
FRHIBY Tan Li Min, Michelle

475 (UE) Executive (Special Projects)
JBF53%5 Deng Xiuwei

#ITH (AFH15ER) Executive (Human Resource)
PRE4E Lim Chui Hua, Julie

ITHEE
Marketing
Communications

BiIEL2EE (fTHHfEHE) Assistant Manager (Marketing Communications)
HAESL Lim Ka Min

SEMITH (fTHE%E8) Senior Executive (Marketing Communications)
REE Leong Ying Xuan

HEF Oh Hui Yin

3KIRIE Teo Choon Tin, Jeztine

=ZRBHIE (fTHfZHE) Senior Assistant (Marketing Communications)
53 3% Chow Koon Thai

34 Intern
EHET Ng Wei Xuan

MIEEREFEERE
Singapore National
Youth Chinese Orchestra

BNIBRL2IE (FNIKERE F4E5KH]) Assistant Manager (SNYCO)
Z5{RIE Lee Poh Hui, Clement
MBS Lim Simin, Joanna

el EE

Venue Management

ERMITE (FIEE) Senior Executive (Venue Management)
K551 Goh Shi Ying, Angelica

SRIERLEIER Senior Building Specialist
#3X5& Yeo Han Kiang

RIH1TH

venue Marketing

=ZRBHIE (Z151T8H) Senior Assistant (Venue Marketing)
JA#135 Chow Lai Kei, Jasmine
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We wish to thank the media and all who have contributed
to the Singapore Chinese Orchestra in one way or another.
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited
7 Shenton Way, Singapore Conference Hall, Singapore 068810
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Winner, SPBA - Special Merit



