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Executive Director
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In 2015, SCO has staged a series of exciting and multi-cultural
concerts to commemorate Singapore’s golden jubilee, of which
were 4 concerts which marked another milestone for us. With
invitation from Hong Kong's Leisure and Cultural Services
Department, SCO performed in Hong Kong for the first time in
October 2015 at the Tsuen Wan Town Hall and the Hong Kong
Cultural Centre to an audience of 1,800. Commissioned by Ministry
of Culture, Community and Youth as part of the Titian Budaya
Singapore cultural season in Kuala Lumpur, which celebrated 50
years of Singapore-Malaysia friendship, SCO performed in Kuala
Lumpur’s iconic Dewan Filharmonik Petronas to a full house.
With both countries’ cultural ministers gracing the concert, this
concert marked another significant record for SCO.

Since 2003, the October 2015’s Fundraising Gala Dinner and
Concert at the Ritz-Carlton Millenia Hotel was SCO’s 12th
fundraising gala dinner, which raised $1.12 million for SCO
through the leadership of Mrs Goh Chok Tong. This concert was
graced by SCO Patron, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and
Mrs Lee. SCO sincerely thanks our donors for their generosity
to SCO.

The third series of the Singapore International Competition for
Chinese Orchestra Composition with a weekend of the finals,
award presentation and concert as well as symposium was another
successful event. This competition attracted 129 submissions of
works from 13 countries and we congratulate all the winners!

2016 is another year of roaring celebration for SCO as we celebrate
our 20th anniversary. Over the past 20 years, the 200-member
SCO musicians, SYCO members and administration team have
worked hard to put together up to 2,000 concerts in Singapore
and overseas and have remarkably touched the hearts of 2 million
audiences, of which I'm sure you're one of them. | earnestly
believe that SCO’s 20th anniversary concert season this year will
bring to you another year of great music experience with a starry
line-up of international renowned artistes and programmes you
must not miss! We sincerely invite you to be part of our 20th
anniversary celebration and we hope to see you and to inspire you
with our unique sound.

Resident Conductor Quek Ling Kiong was
O71 appointed SYCO’s Music Director
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Resident Conductor Quek Ling Kiong was appointed
Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra’s Music Director
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Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra

SCO Resident Conductor, Quek Ling Kiong was appointed
the Music Director of Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra
(SYCO) with effect from 1 January 2016. He was conductor
for SYCO since 2004. In 2006 and 2013, he led SYCO to
perform at the Tainan International Arts Festival
and Hsinchu Chinese Music Festival in Taiwan
respectively.

As the music director of SYCO, Quek Ling Kiong will take
on the responsibility to lead and groom young musicians,
provide long-term artistic leadership and educational
vision for the entire SYCO programme, oversee the
training and artistic development of SYCO members for
performances and will continue to conduct SYCO at their
concerts.

With this new appointment, SCO Executive Director,
Terence Ho expressed, “Under his leadership, SYCO has
grown to become an outstanding youth orchestra and has
been regularly invited to participate in many local and
overseas concerts. SYCO also collaborated with Singapore
National Youth Orchestra last year for the first time in a
joint concert titled Symphonic Gifts which received rave
reviews. | believe SYCO will achieve greater heights under
the leadership of Ling Kiong.”
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ON Tour witH SCO

ON TOUR WITH SCO

Singapore Chinese Orchestra

makes a markin HONG KONG

by Dr Chang Tou Liang

It seems almost a surprise that SCO under Music Director Tsung Yeh has never performed in Hong Kong, given the close
cultural and economic ties between the two former Crown colonies. Chinese fraternal twins and some-time rivals, there was a
reciprocation of sorts when SCO graced Hong Kong stages in October 2015 as a follow-up to the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra
performing at Esplanade in September 2014. Music emerged the winner in this rather special cultural exchange.

Saturday, 17 October

SCO’s first concert took place at the Tsuen Wan Town Hall. Located at the western end of the MTR line, Tsuen Wan is no Joo
Koon but a bustling satellite town with a splendid concert hall that seats over 1400, almost a replica of Hong Kong City Hall
Concert Hall at Central. Its excellent acoustics was a boon for the performance and screening of the 1930s silent black and white
movie The Goddess (Shen Nu) starring the ill-fated Shanghai actress Ruan Lingyu. Much like the Eisenstein movie Alexander
Nevsky that was scored by Prokofiev, the accompanying music of The Goddess was composed by former SCO Composer-in-
Residence Law Wai Lun and his nephew Lincoln Lo, who is a Hong Kong resident.

A jazzy prelude by Law provided a background to the thriving movie industry in Shanghai just before the Second World War.
The movie itself was a touching story about an unwed mother (played by Ruan) who is trapped in vice, sells herself and makes
the ultimate sacrifice for the sake of her son’s future. The music was not overtly Chinese in idiom but Romantically conceived,
with leitmotifs representing recurring themes in the film including fear, evil, tenderness and happiness. Lyrical bowed hugins
and cellos tugged at listeners’ heartstrings while percussion and flexatone signified a sudden turn of events, usually for the
worse. The orchestra performed with precision and synchronised perfectly with the film, and there were few dry eyes by the
end of the go-minute movie.

The loud and prolonged applause was a spontaneous reaction to the moving performance, and that was rewarded with a
favourite Hong Kong melody Under The Lion Rock as an encore. Among those in the audience was an actor in his 8os, who
played one of the children in the movie. The significance of this performance was not lost: the movie was made in Shanghai,
the concert conceptualised in Singapore, and the music composed in Hong Kong and Singapore. Here was a truly Chinese
meeting of minds.
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The Hong Kong Cultural Centre in Tsim Sha Tsui predates
Esplanade by almost 20 years, and it remains the SAR’s premier
concert venue. The Singapore Chinese Orchestra did well to
pack in the audience for its second concert. This was an eclectic
programme that featured Southeast Asian and Chinese works,
besides also involving Hong Kong performers.

Thunder In A Drought arranged by Zhao Dongsheng and
Singapore-based Briton Eric Watson’s Mahjong Kakis provided
jazz and pop-flavoured appetisers to each halves of the concert.
East Malaysian composer Simon Kong's Rambutan (from
Izpirazione 1) was a brief taste of Nanyang before the more
serious fare of Tan Dun’s Fire Ritual. The hexagonal space of
the Concert Hall seemed ideal for the placement of offstage
instrumentalists in this work of ancient ceremonial pomp. The
audience was treated to surround-sound effects that were vivid
and startling in intensity, a foil for Concertmaster and gaohu
soloist Li Baoshun's virtuosic spiel with the main orchestral body.
Conductor Tsung Yeh's vocalisations, echoed by the orchestra,
also made for an earthy and evocative music experience.

The main work in the second half was three movements from
the cantata-like symphonic poem Marco Polo and Princess Blue
by Liu Yuan, commissioned by the SCO for the 2002 Esplanade
Opening Festival. The impressive vocal soloists were Hong
Kong tenor Warren Mok and Chinese soprano Wu Bixia, backed
by a large mixed choir from the Opera Hong Kong Chorus and
Children’s Chorus. A romance develops between the Venetian
explorer and Mongol Emperor Kublai Khan’s daughter who is
betrothed to the Prince of Persia, whom he escorts on a voyage
down the South China Sea.

The memory of that romance is sealed with a catchy melody,
which turns out to be none other than Singapura, O Singapura!
Despite the derivative nature of the music, it was the sheer
spectacle of the performance which culminated with a Mahlerian
choral finale (reminiscent of the Resurrection Symphony) that
brought down the house with a standing ovation. True to form,
conductor Tsung Yeh addressed the audience as old friends
would, and the encore Can’t Take My Eyes Off You (from Jersey
Boys) was a true hit. Helming the infectious zhongyin sheng
solos were Hong Kong native Kevin Cheng and Zhong Zhi Yue,
who sent the audience home happy.

I\_ ) i -

The Singapore Chinese Orchestra’s first concert tour to Hong
Kong was both a critical and popular success that has helped
cement warm relations between the two cities. Next stop: Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia!
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SCO at Hong Kong Cultural Centre

ON TOUR WITH SCO

SINGAPORE CHINESE ORCHESTRA &0

ON Tour wiTH SCO

Len

SCO SCORES FIRST IN HISTORICAL KUALA LUMPUR CONCERT

FNKAEREIT! sCO -- FEKEGIERE

Just barely six weeks after the Singapore Chinese Orchestra’s
stunning debut in Hong Kong, the orchestra led by Music Director
Tsung Yeh made another piece of history by giving its first concert
in Malaysia. Entitled Titian Budaya Night: Crossing Cultures, the
concert at Kuala Lumpur’s Dewan Filharmonik Petronas on 8
December 2015 had special significance in the SGso celebrations
as it marked a new landmark in Singapore-Malaysia friendship.

Culture Minister Grace Fu and her Malaysian counterpart YB’
Dato Seri Mohamed Nazri bin Abdul Aziz were both present
at this concert. True to the spirit of solidarity and harmonious
relations, works of both Malaysian and Singaporean composers
were performed to much acclaim. Malaysian Simon Kong's
scherzo-like Rambutan (from Izpirazione II) opened the concert,
followed by Eric Watson's Dialogue for Solo Tabla and Chinese
Orchestra, which saw soloist Jatinder Singh Bedi in commanding
form. The first half concluded with Malaysian Yii Kah Hoe's
The Silly Little Girl and the Funny Old Tree, a wayang kulit play
based on a Kuo Pao Kun story. Here Kelantanese tok dalang Eyo
Hock Seng held sway with his recitations in the vernacular Malay
dialect, supported by his troupe Kumpulan Sri Campuran.

The second half featured music of a more popular vein with
Jeremy Monteiro starring in Kelly Tang's Montage, surely the
most performed Singaporean piano concerto of all time. The
heady art of jazz improvisation was laid bare in this masterpiece
in three movements, which also saw short solos from Zhang
Rong Hui (zhongruan), Zhao Jian Hua (erhu), Han Lei (guan)
and Tamagoh (jazz drum). The legend of the late great Malaysian
singer-composer-actor was relived in Eric Watson's Songs of
P.Ramlee, which got the grandstanding treatment from the first
Singapore Idol Taufik Batisah who crooned songs like Getaran
Jiwa and Senjakala into the hearts of the full-house audience.

As an encore, both Bedi and Monteiro returned to add spice (or
sambal belacan in the pianist’s words) to the final song Bila Mama
Pakai Celana (When Mama Wears Trousers) which brought down

the house. A more multi-cultural concert programme would be
hard to find.

by Dr Chang Tou Liang
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FUNDRAISING GALA DINNER AND CONCERT 2015!

SCO held its Fundraising Gala Dinner and Concert, titled
A Resounding Golden Jubilee, on g October 2015, at the
Ritz-Carlton Millenia Hotel. Through this event, SCO raised
a total of $1,122,000, of which, $1,072,000 will be matched
dollar-for-dollar by the Cultural Matching Fund from the
Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth. There was a silent
auction of a painting titled Glorious Lotuses, donated by Mr
Chan Kok Hua of Qiu Zhai Art Studio, which raised $60,000.
All proceeds will go into the development and funding of
operating cost of SCO.

The event was graced by SCO Patron
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Mrs Lee, and prominent
Singaporean leaders and friends of the orchestra.

Mrs Goh Chok Tong expressed appreciation to the donors and sponsors through her
singing with Music Director Tsung Yeh on the piano.

CO sheng musicians Zhong Zhi Yue and Kevin heng's performane of Bob Gaudio’s
't Take My Eyes Off You won the hearts of the audience.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, said in his message on this
important occasion, “SCO has benefitted from the generous
support and contributions from well-wishers. Next year,
SCO celebrates its 2oth anniversary. | hope that SCO will
continue to receive strong support from Singaporeans and
the community.”

Chairperson of the fundraising committee,
Mrs Goh Chok Tong, thanked the donors, “The
generous donations and continuous support  will
help SCO in achieving greater heights in musical
excellence and fulfil its social and artistic missions in
Singapore and beyond.”

The ballroom of 460 guests enjoyed the five-course Chinese

&' .
SCO Board Chairman, Mr Patrick Lee thanked Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong for
gracing the fundraising dinner and concert, and for his support and encouragement
over the years.

fusion dinner. Besides the delectable dinner, guests enjoyed
performances by SCO under the baton of Music Director
Tsung Yeh. In conjunction with Singapore’s golden jubilee
celebration this year, SCO performed familiar local tunes
including Medley of Drama Theme Songs arranged by Law Wai
Lun, An Independent Note with narration by local veteran actor
Lim Kay Tong composed by Eric Wvatson, and Singaporean’s
favourite Home.

Under the instrumental theme of sheng for this year's
fundraising gala dinner and concert, audience got to enjoy
SCO sheng musician Guo Chang Suo’s comical rendition of
Making Up the Numbers (Gl 75%%) , the world premiere of
sheng and orchestra piece Vitality {ZESZh%) , ).S. Bach’s
Air — Suite No. 3 in D major, and SCO sheng musicians Zhong
Zhi Yue and Kevin Cheng's performance of Bob Gaudio's
Can’t Take My Eyes Off You.

To express appreciation to all the donors and sponsors,

Members from Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra welcomed
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong upon his arrival.

Hua of Qiu Zhai Art Studio was explaining the artistic value of the
rious Lotuses which raised $60,000 in the silent auction.

1 N

Mrs Goh Chok Tong serenaded the guests with four songs
— Can’t Stop Thinking About Her (IRIANAIAIEHM) |, Love
for Homeland (=) , Habanera and Festive Beats of the
Drums {I<BREF) .

SCO expresses its heartfelt appreciation and gratitude to
donors and sponsors who have helped to make the fundraising
dinner a success. Funds raised would help the SCO to fulfil its
vision of being a world renowned Chinese orchestra with a
uniquely Singaporean character, to inspire Singapore and the
world with its music.
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Far East Organization, Mdm Ng Siok Giok

Hi-P International Pte Ltd, Mrs Amy Yao Mdm Wee Wei Ling

Sarika Connoisseur Café Pte Ltd, Mr Preston Chang Nai Ying

Ms Oei Yin Alice on behalf of Mrs Oei Chu Yue Mei Dr Wong Saw Yeen
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Bengawan Solo Pte Lt_d, Mrs Anastasia Liew Chip Eng Seng Corporation Ltd, Mr Lim Tiam Seng Ms Debbie Jen on behalf of Mr Zhong Sheng Jian Qiu Zhai Art Studio, Mr Chan Kok Hua
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Grand Park Clty Hall SCO celebrates its 20th anniversary in 2016 with a | 2016 FHTIKEREERRTESAR_+H, 3l
stellar line-up of artistes. Look forward to an extensive = #i5% A FEERNEEXME KRS FNK
range of concerts for you to choose from, ranging from = ‘EREFGEELH . BIIEEHTZERAEED. K
East-meets-West, Nonya-themed, Korean concert  ®WALDHNBETEH, UtEHXARNENERAE
to Chinese «classics and evergreens such as hFE&EH. BEEEBENE, BORTIERZH
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Join us in this anniversary concert season!
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Music Director &2
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Percussion Associate Principal,
¢ Tan Loke Chuah,
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recieved his 15 years service award!

Quek Ling Kiong 3REEE Moses Gay {REHE Dai Ya &

Resident Conductor Assistant Conductor
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barista, walked away with the grand prize: - :
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Upcoming Concerts
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Dauntless Spirit 2016 — SYCO & SCO Annual Concert SCO Mother’s Day Concert — A Gift to Mum

19 Mar 2016 (Sat) 7 May 2016 (Sat)

7.30pm 8pm

Esplanade Concert Hall SCO Concert Hall

ARG FEERE - FRRXE

Music Oasis S10N! Lunchtime Concert — SCO at UOB Plaza

2 Apr 2016 (Sat) FREE ADMIS 19 May 2016 (Thu), 12pm oN!
6pm ' 20 May 2016 (Fri), 12pm
Shaw Foundation Symphony Stage, Singapore Botanic Gardens UOB Plaza Atrium

IR AERE 20 AFERBERS: IEERE - IVMERRRR: (FREFH®)
ERERAREZE - )oshua Bell SHIKESRE Young Children’s Concert — The Little Adventurer of SCO:
SCO 20th Anniversary Gala Concert: The Mystery of Math and Music!

International Master Showcase — Joshua Bell with SCO 27 May 2016 (Fri), 10.30am

9 Apr 2016 (Sat) 28 May 2016 (Sat), 2.30pm & 5pm

7.30pm SCO Concert Hall

Esplanade Concert Hall

NEEERS - BNREERE!

Concert for Little Tots 2016 — Where’s my Doggie?
29 Apr 2016 (Fri), 9.30am & 11am

30 Apr 2016 (Sat), 9.30am, 11am & 4pm

SCO Concert Hall Stage

Notice:
Singapore Conference Hall’s parking is closed.
Alternative parking are available at the URA open carpark (Prince Edward Road), AXA Tower and Bestway Building.
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Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited :
S 7 Shenton Way, Singapore Conference Hall, Singapore 068810 'I,-' | Prestige
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Brand Award 14

Winner, SPBA - Special Merit



