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Annex B: Biographies

About the artists

Ng Eng Teng
Cultural Medallion recipient (1981)

Ng Eng Teng (1934-2001) was a pioneering Singaporean sculptor, widely regarded as
the “Grandfather of Singapore Sculpture.” A graduate of the Nanyang Academy of Fine
Arts, he later studied ceramics in the United Kingdom at the Farnham School of Art.

Ng began his career as a ceramist but soon turned to sculpture, where he developed a
distinctive style characterized by elongated human forms, expressive lines, and themes of
family, motherhood, and the human condition. His works often reflected Southeast Asian
identity and social realities.

Beyond creating art, he played a key role in nurturing the local art scene through teaching
and advocacy. Ng's legacy endures through his influential body of work and his role in
shaping modern sculpture in Singapore.

Han Sai Por
Cultural Medallion recipient (1995)

Han Sai Por is one of Asia’s leading modern sculptors. She has participated in numerous
international exhibitions and projects around the world. Her works can be found in the
collections of many international institutions, public spaces and private collections from
Singapore, Malaysia, India, China, Japan, New Zealand, Australia and United Kingdom
and the United States.

Her education in Fine Arts and Landscape Architecture has established the knowledge in
understanding of nature and its environment that affected her work. Most of her organic
works are inspired by the flora and fauna in tropical forests of Southeast Asia. Her work
comments on the changing landscape in the region and the deforestation that adversely
impacts the environment and ecosystem. “The Black Forest” installation is a series of
works that comments on the bleak consequences of deforestation.

Chng Seok Tin
Cultural Medallion recipient (2005)

Chng Seok Tin (1946—2019) was a distinguished Singaporean printmaker, sculptor, and
educator, widely respected for her resilience and contributions to the arts. She studied at
the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts and later at the University of lowa, where she
specialized in printmaking.

Despite losing her sight in 1988 due to illness, Chng continued to create art, adapting her
practice through tactile methods and assistants. Her works often explored themes of
spirituality, identity, and inner strength, expressed through abstract forms and rich
textures. Beyond her artistic achievements, she was a dedicated educator and mentor,
leaving a lasting impact on Singapore’s art community.

Chong Fah Cheong
Cultural Medallion recipient (2014)




Chong Fah Cheong is a pioneering Singaporean sculptor best known for his dynamic
bronze sculptures depicting children at play. Chong’s works are celebrated for their lifelike
movement, emotional warmth, and nostalgic portrayal of kampong life. His public
sculptures, often installed along the Singapore River and in urban spaces, capture scenes
of childhood, community, and shared memories that resonate strongly with local identity.
Through his accessible and engaging sculptures, Chong has enriched Singapore’s public
art landscape and preserved cultural heritage for future generations.

Beyond creating art, he is committed to education, mentoring younger artists and
conducting workshops. Originally trained as a teacher, Chong later pursued art full-time,
developing his skills through practice and mentorship rather than formal training. He has
worked internationally, experimenting with diverse materials and techniques, including
bronze casting and stone carving.

About the Conductor

Quek Ling Kiong
Principal Conductor

Quek Ling Kiong is the first Principal Conductor of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO)
to have been born and bred in Singapore. Widely hailed as the “People’s Conductor”, he
has more than 25 years of professional musical experience under his belt. He assumed the
role of Principal Conductor in 2023, after a decade as its Resident Conductor.

He began his journey with the SCO in 1997 as its Percussion Principal after graduating from
the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. A rising star, Quek went on to earn the Singapore
National Arts Council’s (NAC) prestigious Young Artist Award in 2002. As his focus shifted
to conducting, he became SCO'’s first Conducting Assistant in 2003, before heading to the
Zurich University of the Arts where he obtained a diploma in advanced studies in 2008. He
took up the baton as the SCO’s Associate Conductor upon returning. Quek curated three
concert seasons since he took over musical leadership as Principal Conductor. He has also
led the SCO to successful concert tours and international arts festivals, such as the China
Shanghai International Arts Festival in 2023 and the China Tour in 2024.

Quek is active in the international music scene, with a robust reputation beyond Singapore’s
shores. He has guest-conducted esteemed Chinese orchestras such as the Shanghai
Chinese Orchestra, Guangdong Chinese Orchestra, Jilin Chinese Orchestra, Hong Kong
Chinese Orchestra, Taipei Chinese Orchestra and Kaohsiung Chinese Orchestra. He also
conducted symphony orchestras in the Czech Republic during a residency in Europe. Well-
versed in the musical cultures of East and West, he counts maestros Tay Teow Kiat, Xia
Feiyun, Tsung Yeh, Johannes Schlaefli, Marc Kissoczy, Kirk Trevor, Jorma Panula and
Kurt Masur and Kirk Trevor among his diverse mentors.

Besides helming one of the world’s leading Chinese orchestras, Quek is also passionate
about education. He is the Music Director of the Singapore National Youth Chinese
Orchestra (SNYCO) and has conducted it since 2004, taking it on tours to Chinese cities of
Shanghai, Beijing, Suzhou and Guangzhou, Eastern Malaysian cities of Kota Kinabalu and
Kuching. Quek has also led the SNYCO to international arts festivals such as the Tainan
International Arts Festival, Hsinchu Chinese Music Festival and East Malaysia Chinese
Music Festival. As Principal Guest Conductor of Singapore’s Ding Yi Music Company (2016-
2022), he also conceptualised the Ding Yi Chinese Chamber Music Festival and the
composition festival Composium.




Quek is known for his bold, charismatic approach to conducting and bringing Chinese
orchestral music to the masses through innovative programmes and storytelling. He led the
SCO ensemble in sold-out and acclaimed shows such as the Young Children’s Concert,
Young People’s Concert, Mother's Day Concert, and Concert-In-Progress. In line with his
desire to bring music to all, he became the Artistic Director of Singapore and Hong Kong’s
largest inclusive orchestras — The Purple Symphony and True Colors Symphony — in 2015
and 2019 respectively.

His achievements have garnered him accolades such as the NAC Cultural Fellowship
(2013) , the Meritorious Award by the Composers and Authors Society of Singapore (2016),
and the Singapore Chinese Cultural Contribution Award in the individual category (2025).
The Quek Ling Kiong Arts and Culture Scholarship was also established at the Singapore
Management University in 2019 in honour of his contributions to the arts.

About the Composers

Liu Changyuan

Liu Changyuan is a music composition professor at the Central Conservatory of Music. He
studied at the Tianjin Conservatory of Music and graduated at Central Conservatory of
Music with a master’s degree. In January 1989, he presented a concert of his
compositions at the Beijing Concert Hall; and from 1992 to 1995 was enrolled in the
graduate programme of the Music Composition Department of the Moscow “Tchaikovsky”
Conservatory, under the tutelage of Denisov (composition) and Horopova (20th century
music analysis), and graduated with a master of arts diploma. His representative works
include Symphony No.1, string symphonies and chamber works.

Wang Chenwei

Wang Chenwei is the Singapore Chinese Orchestra’s Composer-in-Residence, adjunct
faculty at the National Institute of Education and the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, and
Vice Secretary-General of the Singapore Chinese Music Federation. As The TENG
Company’s Head of Research and Education, he is the main co-author of The TENG
Guide to the Chinese Orchestra, a 624-page book on instrumentation and orchestration.
Chenwei graduated with distinction and an Honorary Award from the University of Music
and Performing Arts Vienna, where he studied composition and audio engineering under a
scholarship from Singapore’s Media Development Authority.

He has been regularly commissioned to compose for professional orchestras in
Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macao, including several set pieces for Western
classical and Chinese music competitions. His accolades include the national Young Artist
Award, the Young Outstanding Singaporeans award from Junior Chamber International
and the Top Local Classical Music award from the Composers and Authors Society of
Singapore (COMPASS).

Tan Dun

Tan Dun is a renowned Chinese composer and conductor. His works are widely
performed at orchestras, operas, art festivals, radio stations and on TV all over the world;




his influence on the world music scene is undeniable. His music compositions crossed
classical and modern, eastern and western, multimedia and performing arts.

Luo Maishuo

Luo Maishuo holds the title of both a composer and PhD from Moscow State Tchaikovsky
Conservatory. Luo is currently the Associate Professor at China Conservatory of Music
and Vice President of Hangzhou Philharmonic Orchestra. He is the resident composer of
Beijing Municipal Education Commission "Harmony Voice" Chorus and the music
producer for the "iISING!" project of the Asian American Foundation.

Phang Kok Jun

Known to be a “multifaceted composer”, Phang Kok Jun has a diverse repertoire that
spans across many genres including concert music, theatre, and multimedia. Drawing
influences from a wide variety of musical styles as well as from growing up in the
energetic and culturally diverse Singapore, Phang has been described as a composer
who “comfortably melds Chinese, Western and popular idioms to excellent effect”.

An award-winning composer both locally and internationally, Phang had been dubbed by
The Straits Times as one of “30 rising stars under 30” in Singapore’s arts, entertainment
and lifestyle. He is featured in major productions around the world, working with
international orchestras, theatre companies, chamber groups, directors, conductors and
soloists. Phang read music composition at the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music
(YSTCM), National University of Singapore and as well as the Peabody Conservatory of
Music, both under full scholarship from YSTCM. Principal composition teachers include
Ho Chee Kong, Kevin Puts, Oscar Bettison and Eric Watson.

Koh Cheng Jin

Koh Cheng Jin is a Singaporean composer and Yangqin performer currently based in New
York. Her music is eclectic and diverse in personalities. As a Chinese and Western trained
musician, her works incorporate various influences from these worlds and reflect her
passionate enthusiasm in unifying colourful music idioms. Her multiple accolades include
a BMI Student Composer Award (William Schuman Prize), an ASCAP Morton Gould
Young Composer Award, Mirror Visions Ensemble Prize, Society of New Music New York
Federation of Music Clubs’ Brian Israel Prize, the Palmer Dixon and Gena Raps Chamber
Music Prizes from the Juilliard School, as well as the Margaret Blackburn, John Eaton
Memorial and Boston New Music Initiative Prizes.

About the Soloists

Zhou Ruoyu

Zhou Ruoyu was born in Jiangsu, Nanjing, and started learning erhu under the tutelage of
Professor Qi Jianda at the age of seven. In 1996, she successfully enrolled into the Middle
School affiliated to the China Conservatory of Music and continued her practice under the
tutelage of Professor Duan Yongqgiang. Zhou won the “Liu Mingyuan” Scholarship in 2000.
Next year, she was awarded the first prize at the 4th “Tianhua Cup” National Erhu
Competition.




In 2002, she graduated as a top student and was awarded with the first class scholarship
to enter the China Conservatory of Music Instrumental Department, under the tutelage of
Professor Zhang Zunlian. She was awarded the honour of “Three Model Students” of
Beijing during her academic years.

Zhou is a frequent winner at erhu competitions. In 2003, she was awarded the Bronze
Award in the 3rd Erhu Competition at the Chinese “Golden Bell Award” for Music. In 2005,
she was also awarded the second prize at the “Zhonglu Cup” International Erhu
Competition. Zhou was admitted to study for a master’s degree at the same year.

Ng Wei Xuan

Ng Wei Xuan pushes the boundaries of the Dizi as he hopes to uncover untapped
avenues of musical expression. With a unique approach, the traditional instrument
transforms into a poetic body that seeks a story in sound.

He reflects fondly upon his participation in Path. 9, art and sound installation by
multidisciplinary artist Boedi Widjaja, captivating audiences during Singapore Art Week
2018. In 2019, he recorded for the local short film Bodhi, an original composition by local
composer Sulwyn Lok, winning the Singapore National Youth Film Awards 2019 - Best
Original Music Award. In 2021, Ng premiered Dizi concerto 'From Afar, the Moonlight',
composed by Sulwyn Lok, commissioned by the local Chinese Wind Percussion ensemble,
Reverberance. In 2023, he premiered chamber work 'The Absence of', graphic score by
local composer Rebecca Tan at Royal College of Music in London. In the same year, he
worked with visual artist Hong Shu-ying, co-producing the music for her artwork ‘found on
paper, made in minds’, premiering at The Substation’s Re-Connect/Centre/Converge: The
Arts Festival and later featured at the Angkor Photo Festival & Workshops in Cambodia in
2024.

Ng was the first runner-up for the Dizi Open category in the National Chinese Music
Competition 2018. With a deep-seated passion for Chinese chamber music, Ng won the
first prize for the Ensemble category in Singapore Chinese Music Competition 2020,
alongside Reverberance. He also clinched the top spot for the same category in Singapore
Chinese Music Competition 2022 with NAFA Chinese Ensemble, a testament to his
unwavering commitment and passion for his craft.

Ng graduated in 2023 with a Bachelor in Music (Honours) from the Nanyang Academy of
Fine Arts, in partnership with the esteemed Royal College of Music (London) and Central
Conservatory of Music (Beijing), under the tutelage of Yin Zhiyang, Section Leader (Winds
and Percussion) and Dizi Principal of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra.

He joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra as a Dizi musician in May 2023.

Lee Jun Cheng

Lee Jun Cheng started playing dizi at the age of 9 when he joined the Chinese Orchestra
in his primary school. At the age of 13, he began learning under the tutelage of Zou Bo
Qiang. He had also received guidance from various dizi masters like Li Zhen, Liu Sen and
Qu Xiang. He joined the People's Association Youth Chinese Orchestra in 2008 and the
Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra (SYCO) in 2011. At SYCO, he was under the
tutelage of Singapore Chinese Orchestra Dizi Musician, Lim Sin Yeo.




In 2012, Lee was admitted into the China Conservatory of Music, under the tutelage of
Professor Zhang Wei Liang. In the same year and the next, he became a musician at the
Hua Xia Chinese Orchestra and the Chinese Bamboo Flute Orchestra. As of 2014, he is
the Dizi Principal Player at the Toa Payoh West Community Club Chinese Orchestra. He
also recorded an album with the Hua Xia Chinese Orchestra as a Dizi musician. In 2017,
he participated in the 6th International Chinese Instrumental Competition and attained the
highest award given, the Premium Gold Award. In 2018, he joined the Singapore Chinese
Orchestra as a Qudi Musician. In 2021, he completed his Master’s degree.

During his time at the music conservatory, Lee represented the school to perform in
countries such as France, Germany, England, Japan, Korea, Singapore, Hong Kong and
around China. He participated in big event concerts like "SOUND OF HEAVEN New Era
of Zhang Wei-Liang's Chinese Music" and "Call of the Ancient". He has also collaborated
with the musicians of the Philharmonia Orchestra at the Queen Elizabeth Hall. Lee has
also worked with renowned musicians, conductors, and composers such as David
Murphy, Joel Hoffman, Fukuda Teruhisa and Kohei Nishikawa.




