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There will be an Artists meet-and-greet session after the concert at Level 1 Concourse.
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We aspire to be a world renowned Chinese Orchestra
with a uniquely Singaporean character
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OUR MISSION
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To inspire Singapore and the World with our music
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OUR VALUES
IBRSER

Strive for excellence in our performances
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Committed to teamwork
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Open to innovation and learning
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ABOUT SINGAPORE
CHINESE ORCHESTRA
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Founded in 1996, the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) is Singapore’s only full-time professional
Chinese orchestra. Attracting over 1.5 million listeners annually, it is renowned for its excellence in
traditional Chinese music and unique Singapore flavour.

The SCO, which makes its home atthe Singapore Conference Hall, has been helmed by Principal Conductor
Quek Ling Kiong since 2023.

The orchestra has toured major cities in Asia and Europe, with notable appearances at the China
Shanghai International Arts Festival in 2007, 2018, and 2023. In 2022, it performed in Germany with
the Nuremberg Symphony Orchestra at Klassik Open Air, captivating more than 75,000 people. In 2024,
SCO successfully completed the China Concert Tour to Suzhou, Tianjin and Beijing. The orchestra made
history in 2023 when Butterfly Lovers, recorded with Grammy Award-winning violinist Joshua Bell, broke
into the United Kingdom'’s Official Specialist Classical Chart Top 20 — a first for a Chinese orchestra.

The SCO draws on a wide range of regional musical influences. It commissions original compositions,
as well as arrangements of works from different genres, such as pop, jazz and ethnic folk tunes. As
a “People’s Orchestra”, the SCO fosters appreciation of traditional Chinese music through extensive
education and outreach programmes. The Caring Series, launched in 2007, brings healing music to
hospitals, hospices, and elderly homes. The orchestra hosts workshops and competitions, and performs
regularly at schools and community concerts.

SCO’s history and people have been documented in books such as The People’s Orchestra (2016) and
SCO Hidden Gems (2021). It has also launched a Digital Archival Portal to support academic research.

Through these efforts, the SCO continues to further its mission as a top Chinese orchestr
inspire and inform generations to come.
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Quek Ling Kiong is the first Principal Conductor of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) to have been
born and bred in Singapore. Widely hailed as the “People’s Conductor”, he has more than 25 years of
professional musical experience under his belt. He assumed the role of Principal Conductor in 2023, after
a decade as its Resident Conductor.

He began his journey with the SCO in 1997 as its Percussion Principal after graduating from the
Shanghai Conservatory of Music. A rising star, Quek went on to earn the Singapore National Arts
Council’s (NAC) prestigious Young Artist Award in 2002. As his focus shifted to conducting, he
became SCO’s first Conducting Assistant in 2003, before heading to the Zurich University of the
Arts where he obtained a diploma in advanced studies in 2008. He took up the baton as the SCO’s
Associate Conductor upon returning. Quek curated three concert seasons since he took over musical
leadership as Principal Conductor, and has led the SCO to successful concert tours and international
arts festivals, such as the China Shanghai International Arts Festival in 2023 and the China Tour
in 2024.

Quek is active in the international music scene, with a robust reputation beyond Singapore’s shores.
He has guest-conducted esteemed Chinese orchestras such as the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra,
Guangdong Chinese Orchestra, ilin Chinese Orchestra, Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, Taipei Chinese
Orchestra and Kaohsiung Chinese Orchestra. He also conducted symphony orchestras in the Czech
Republic during a residency in Europe. Well-versed in the musical cultures of East and West, he counts
maestros Tay Teow Kiat, Xia Feiyun, Tsung Yeh, Johannes Schlaefli, Marc Kissoczy, Kirk Trevor, Jorma
Panula and Kurt Masur and Kirk Trevor among his diverse mentors.

Besides helming one of the world’s leading Chinese orchestras, Quek is also passionate about
education. He is the Music Director of the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra (SNYCO) and
has conducted it since 2004, taking it on tours to Chinese cities of Shanghai, Beijing, Suzhou and
Guangzhou, Eastern Malaysian cities of Kota Kinabalu, Kuching, and Taiwan. Quek has also led the
SNYCO to international arts festivals such as the Tainan International Arts Festival, Hsinchu Chinese
Music Festival and East Malaysia Chinese Music Festival. As Principal Guest Conductor of Singapore’s
Ding Yi Music Company (2016-2022), he also conceptualised the Ding Yi Chinese Chamber Music
Festival and the composition festival Composium.

Quek is known for his bold, charismatic approach to conducting and bringing Chinese orchestral music
to the masses through innovative programmes and storytelling. He led the SCO ensemble in sold-out
and acclaimed shows such as the Young Children’s Concert, Young People’s Concert, Mother’s Day
Concert, and Concert-In-Progress. In line with his desire to bring music to all, he became the Artistic
Director of Singapore and Hong Kong's largest inclusive orchestras — The Purple Symphony and True
Colors Symphony — in 2015 and 2019 respectively.

His achievements have garnered him accolades such as the NAC Cultural Fellowship (2013) , the
Meritorious Award by the Composers and Authors Society of Singapore (2016), and the Singapore
Chinese Cultural Contribution Award in the individual category (2025). The Quek Ling Kiong Arts and
Culture Scholarship was also established at the Singapore Management University in 2019 in honour of
his contributions to the arts.
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Maestro Tsung Yeh began his tenure at the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) as Music Director in
2002. Under his leadership, SCO expanded its repertoire with ground-breaking works such as Marco
Polo and Princess Blue — A Symphonic Epic (2002), and Admiral of the Seven Seas (2005) and Awaking
(2008). In 2013, Tsung Yeh was awarded the Cultural Medallion; the highest accolade in the arts. After
stepping down from his Music Directorship of 20 years with SCO, Tsung Yeh is appointed as Conductor
Emeritus of the organisation from 1 January 2023.

With relentless vigour, Tsung Yeh pioneered and developed SCO’s signature Nanyang music style,
infusing Southeast Asian elements and heritage into symphonic works. Tsung Yeh put on a grand
display of Nanyang music during the National Day Parade 2007, where he conducted an aweinspiring
performance comprised of musicians from SCO, Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Singapore Armed
Forces Central Band, Malay, Indian and Nanyin ensembles. The Singapore International Competition
for Chinese Orchestral Composition (SICCOC) was initiated by Tsung Yeh, and subsequently supported
by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, to act as a platform to educate and establish repertoire of Nanyang
and Singapore-inspired music.

Flying the Singapore flag high, Tsung Yeh has led SCO on numerous international concert tours to great
acclaim. In March 2005, he led the orchestra on its first tour to Europe at Barbican Centre in London,
The Sage Gateshead and the Budapest Spring Festival. History was made when Tsung Yeh led SCO to
be the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the Edinburgh Festival. Since then, SCO’s international
performances have proliferated under Tsung Yeh’s guidance, touring China, England, Hong Kong,
Macau, Malaysia, and South Korea. In 2019, Tsung Yeh led SCO on a wildly successful concert tour in
Europe, showcasing Nanyang music to Berlin, Prague, Forli and loannina to standing ovations at every
leg of the tour.

As a highly sought-after conductor and music director, maestro Tsung Yeh has worked with a myriad of
prestigious orchestras. He served as the Music Director of the South Bend Symphony Orchestra (SBSO)
in the United States from 1988 to 2016, and was honoured with the ASCAP Award in 1995. Upon his
retirement from SBSO, Tsung Yeh was presented the “Sagamore of the Wabash Award” from the Indiana
State — the highest honour given by the Indiana governor. The mayor of South Bend City, Pete Buttigieg,
also declared 7 May 2016 as “Tsung Yeh Day”. Maestro Tsung Yeh is currently designated as Conductor
Laureate by the South Bend Symphony Orchestra Association.

Back at his alma mater, Tsung Yeh is a guest professor at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He has
taught conducting workshops hosted by the Conductors Guild, The League of American Orchestras
and the Musik Hochschule of Zurich and is also active in conducting masterclasses in China, Hong
Kong, Taiwan and Singapore. He was also appointed the Principal Guest Conductor of the China Central
Chinese Orchestra, Wuxi Chinese Orchestra, Macao Chinese Orchestra, Senior Researcher of the He
Luting Chinese Music Research Institute of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music and a member of the
Faculty of the International Conducting Institute (ICl) in Czech Republic. In 2016, he was selected as one
of ten outstanding conductors by the China Nationalities Orchestra Society. In the same year, Tsung Yeh
was also appointed as the Expert of China Thousand Talents Programme.
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Li Baoshun started learning violin from his brother at the age of seven and learning erhu since eight-year
old. In 1983, he gained entry into the China Conservatory of Music and studied under renowned string
master Liu Mingyuan and was trained by Zhao Yanchen, Jiang Fengzhi, Lan Yusong, Wang Guotong,
Zhang Shao, An Ruli and Ji Guizhen respectively. In 1978, he entered the Fuzhou Military Airbase Cultural
Troupe. After his graduation in 1987, he joined the China National Traditional Orchestra and was its erhu
sectional principal in 1988. In 1995, he was the Acting Concertmaster of the China National Traditional
Orchestra. In the same year, he was appointed the Concertmaster of the Asia Orchestra comprising of
musicians from China, Japan and Korea.

Li Baoshun has shown his talent in music since young, claiming many prizes along the way. He has
been invited to perform in many big-scale performances locally and overseas, including Asia, Europe
and the United States. He has frequently performed as a soloist with many orchestras, conductors
and composers from China and overseas. Li Baoshun joined the SCO in late 1997 and is currently
the Concertmaster.
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Yin Zhiyang started learning the violin and dizi from his father at the age of eight and later, under the tutelage
of professor of Shenyang Conservatory of Music, Kong Qingshan and professor of China Conservatory of Music,
Zhang Weiliang. After graduating from the China Conservatory of Music in 1991, he served in the China Central
Song and Dance Troupe as a soloist. He joined the SCO in October 1997 as a dizi performer and he is currently
the Dizi Principal. He is also the guest professor of Shenyang Conservatory of Music.

Yin Zhiyang received an Outstanding Performance Award at the China National Chinese Music Competition
Shan Cheng Cup in 1989 and came in First at the China Central Song and Dance Troupe Audition in 1992. In 1988,
Yin Zhiyang performed Bangdi Concerto by Taiwanese composer Ma Shuilong at the Beijing Concert Hall with
the China Central Chinese Orchestra, and received critical acclaim for his interpretation. He held a well-received
solo recital at the Beijing Concert Hall in 1990, and contributed to music education as an adjudicator with the
First Beijing Primary and Secondary School Chinese Instrumental Music Competition in 1994.

He has also produced a solo album of dizi recital pieces. Yin Zhiyang has participated in performances in China,
Japan, Vietnam, Malaysia, Hungary, England, France, Taiwan, and Macau. His signature rendition of Divine
Melody at the Singapore Arts Festival and London’s Barbican Centre remains talked about today in music circles.
A lively music director and chamber musician, he has led performances of works including Butterfly Dreams
Concerto, Capriccio of Liu San Jie, San Jie and Cang. In 2008, he performed with the Singapore Symphony
Orchestra on Zhu Jian-er’s Fourth Symphony. Later in the same year, he performed Three Variations of the
Parting at Yangguan as a soloist in a concert at The Sage Gateshead arts centre in the United Kingdom, with a
chamber group from the SCO. In 2009, he returned to the UK with the orchestra, performing at the Edinburgh
International Festival as a dizi soloist. In 2010, he held a concert for himself and his students proving his success
once again as a remarkable artist.
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Liang Peng is a former senior radio presenter at Capitalgs8 and holds a Master’s degree in Chinese
Language and Literature from Beijing Normal University.

Currently, she hosts and produces Capitalgs8's morning programmes “Weekend Early Rising” every
Saturday, as well as “Elegant Life,” “Health and Wellness Center,” “Language Classroom,” “Weekend
Breakfast,” and “Ancient Scenery.” She also instructs new radio presenters on news reading at 958.

Previously, she worked as a part-time television actress, hosting Mandarin quiz competitions for
primary and secondary school students in the 1980s. In addition to her extensive experience in radio
and television hosting, she also served as a radio hosting training instructor from the 1990s onwards.

In 2000, she published a personal collection of essays and travelogues, “Floating Footprints,” and served
as the editor for the 2006 70th Anniversary Commemorative Publication of Chinese Radio, “Hearing 70,”
and the 2016 8oth Anniversary Commemorative Publication of Chinese Radio, “Sound of You.”

Liang Peng received the Broadcasting Achievement Award at the 2004 Mediacorp Chinese Radio Golden
Award and the Lifetime Achievement Award at the 2011 Mediacorp Radio Awards for her decades of
broadcasting expertise and contributions.

From part-time television actress and presenter, radio announcer to teaching, her work is also her
passion. Liang Peng was a familiar voice to many listeners in Singapore on Capitalgs8 and the early
Third Broadcasting Network.
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Johnny Ng is the president of the Singapore Sin Feng Xiang Sheng Society. He is also a crosstalk
performer, film, television and theatre actor, and an acting and language instructor. In the mid-7os, he
underwent training in acting and directing at the Theatre Practice Performing Arts School (currently
known as Theatre Practice). He has starred in numerous stage performances over the years, with the
most memorable being: Jin Yin Hua, which won him the Best Actor Award at the 1982 Theatre Festival,
crosstalk Kou Tu Lian Hua, which won him the Best Speaker Award in the first Golden Peony Cup
Crosstalk Open Category as well as Overall Champion in 1990.

He played prominent roles in masterpieces by Singapore playwright Kuo Pao Kun such as The Coffin is
Too Big for the Hole, Descendants of the Eunuch, Lao Jiu, and Cao Yu's Home, Thunderstorm, and Salvage
Land. Since the 1980s, he has worked as a drama and crosstalk instructor and judge in the local primary,
secondary schools and junior colleges. From 2005 to 2007, he was a training consultant and instructor
at the MediaCorp Academy. In 2014, he won the Best Supporting Actor Award at the Life! Theatre Awards
for his performances in Nine Years Theatre’s production of Tiwelve Angry Men.



SYMPHONIA CHORALIS
8 Wi g @ TR S Qi :?n 5 J -__ o
e P ¢ Bk h il LU0 g RN T N
N \: % 3‘ -@’ — % vl % § ? w\,y ’--J +
2 -y ‘& &l @ AN —2 4 j'
' >, - ,/'h S 4 {W/z & ’ At g FJ' ‘; *Qif s
2 _,..: & ﬁ‘-" 1.‘ ;’? \? "ﬁ Q ' X ("‘ ‘.
b U N <78 19 IR ia % 8 2 et
s i | J 4 ‘ - o d
I N R BB it
2 . ¥ by * . | ':' A o L & L | o A
. . L4 M Uﬁ b iy f"‘ e 1

SIEH
CHOIR

Symphonia Choralis@ 3k B# MK RMEIEE, RS T “XMEK” (Symphonia) 5 “&1BH"
(Choralis) M=, ISR IKFHEEID. SEELR T HMKEDRBNEGERTZUMASTRE,
HABNTFERAREEGBSRMKFRIEL, UEESBHNZRKFSHIEHFEM,

ZHAESEARERMREARGILEREBAG IR RMOAREEESEZ R Fa(E REF
E)PEXREERMNE, XS5 7T A BB 5 A REN(RDBENER)OHIMKEE,
"R Blit, ZEAF IS ZHRMBZANERA S E, BELIRERMKE HIRABZEZ
FEERERAIBREEZE.TREF. SRAREEZREARBASETLNR FRABF,

EAFMMBRABZEZRANKBEEUH, ZHBSE5SHEBBEE. HFURET REBOREH
6, BECKEHE) . (BF - REFSHERERNEGE) . (WFE) TR T O -FRRHF R
KD ARELDBVIN (R CERFH(ERE D), URRREFT RIS RER(ERZH) IR
BHEREF,

BT AR, ZEAEBERUHGEST RS, EEDUBHA(EET LM REZ I+ E
FHOKERE) NS, ZAKAILBRERASEREEARTREE, BE— 7SR, RERES
HZARER, HRHZHZME, BUST R ZEINEKR,

A synthesis of “symphony” and “choir”, Symphonia Choralis is a Singapore-based symphonic chorus
founded by conductor Chong Wai Lun. Bringing together accomplished singers from across Singapore’s
vibrant choral community, the ensemble is dedicated to presenting large-scale choral-orchestral works
and concert productions that embody artistic excellence and collaboration.

The chorus made its debut in Elgar’s The Music Makers with Orchestra of the Music Makers and the
Taipei Philharmonic Chorus. It later appeared in the Singapore premiere of Bernstein’s Mass and Walton'’s
Belshazzar’s Feast, earning critical acclaim. Since then, Symphonia Choralis has collaborated with
leading arts organisations including Orchestra of the Music Makers, Metropolitan Festival Orchestra,
Philharmonic Winds, Singapore Ballet, New Opera Singapore, Musicians’ Initiative Orchestra and BASE
Entertainment Asia.

As a long-standing partner of the Metropolitan Festival Orchestra, the ensemble has performed in major
productions spanning film, gaming and musical theatre, including Frozen, Harry Potter and the Prisoner
of Azkaban, The Lion King, Aladdin, Hans Zimmer Live, Final Fantasy VII, Genshin Impact, Marvel Studios’
Infinity Saga and the Academy Award-winning musical La La Land.

Beyond collaborations, Symphonia Choralis produces its own concerts, including Brahms’ A German
Requiem and That Which Prevails, marking its tenth anniversary. Today, it continues to unite freelance
musicians and choristers in performances that inspire artistic excellence, meaningful collaboration and
community through music.
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First a trumpeter and then a chorister, Malaysian-born Chong Wai Lun is a choral conductor and educator
based in Singapore. His formal music education began at Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music. He
later pursued advanced studies in Koddly Music Pedagogy at the Liszt Academy of Music and choral
conducting at the Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama, where he also sang with the BBC National
Chorus of Wales and participated in conducting masterclass organized by the Berlin Radio Choir.

Returning to Singapore, Wai Lun served as Music Director of the International Festival Chorus from
2015 to 2019, leading major performances including Haydn’s The Creation. He is the Artistic and Music
Director of Symphonia Choralis, a community chorus specialising in orchestral choral works, and has
worked as Chorus Master with ensembles such as the Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Metropolitan
Festival Orchestra, Orchestra of the Music Makers, Voices of Singapore, BASE Entertainment Asia and
New Opera Singapore. His chamber choir, Choralimus, recently won gold and category champion titles
at the gth Singapore International Choral Festival.

At Voices of Singapore, he is the founding conductor of VOS City Chorus, which debuted at the 2024
festival and has since collaborated with Singapore Chinese Orchestra and performed the full soundtrack
of Beauty and the Beast. A dedicated educator, he teaches choirs at Temasek and Anderson Secondary
Schools and serves as adjunct faculty at the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music.
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SCO30 RESONANCE WITH MAESTROS

2026 FEE AW EE KA R ILI0F Fo LA [ - [B]15:” 0 &, SCO30%F 3! #E i N HAR BB E
B3RZE, mAERNRAZEERM. FLIRKNER NS KEZRBM B, BT $#id—BE
KR, UNRBLEHRBSERALKRNEZAYSHZ; B, N2 R =+ ERBABHFE
FERERKHERR GENFEREZAR REFARNFEA FH, ERAREIHREH . BRSE
NERXURREED, BERFRES AN, LEREAERNEEAND. RBH SN NEEREE
BIER 2R, R ERAMBEARS A —RIEXERIRTE, EEFRRE, EEGHRF D E, £K
=tHERBS

RIHEF L SERERAIT S E R R RB. BT 2002F HEF ML EFASFEY, £K
BT HEMER, (B T H R RSN R ER, F T HA AR TES
e RS GRS SRR

BRSNHBEENGENSHMEHM(EENEE), B8 T 1999F S MKERABR BRI
BERFEINBREESHIRER FMMKERARERKREHORREE, (BEMESIEL
IKEZ A A TN S REA T EMMKA AR ZRBEZ8, BEN T REEERAIMAI A
STHRRASHNEREZ,

BRSERFEMBR T 2001FEZEB(NRIF, RRFRXEZHN(KREFH) BXETFh) , S EEHE
S5EREF(RM) (FRIGEIER, FHIEFH) (KM ZHMKERTEZLYEI(E, F2003FZAT
AREH ERERXMEEER, OGN TR —HHERE N ENZERRE SHEH.

TG ERZE2MNMEHBER —RUBHE-—REZALE, BREES5HEXUEEHMRSEADN
B HR, HRIZEEMES AL TH,

SCO30 marks a special six-month season celebrating the Singapore Chinese Orchestra’s 30-year journey.
Anchored by the theme Looking Back, Giving Back, this commemorative season honours the visionary
pioneers who shaped the orchestra’s legacy. As the orchestra reflects on its past, it also reaches outward
with renewed purpose. Collaborations with home-grown partners, free concerts in the heartlands, and
meaningful cross-cultural exchanges extend the orchestra’s mission of connecting hearts through
music. We invite you to join us in this season of reflection, gratitude, and renewal.

This concert celebrates the legacy of Maestro Tsung Yeh, who assumed the role of Music Director of
the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) in 2002. During his 20-year era, Maestro Yeh forged the SCO’s
signature Nanyang sound, establishing a musical language that integrates Southeast Asian cultural
influence with Chinese orchestral tradition.

The programme features Liu Xijin's gaohu concerto Legend of the Merlion, with soloist Li Baoshun who
premiered the work with SCO in 1999. As a hallmark of SCO’s international touring repertoire, the work
came to symbolise both SCO and Singapore globally — and its inclusion in this concert reflects the
worldwide recognition achieved under Maestro Yeh's leadership.

Among the featured works are Zhao Jiping’s Celebration Overture, a favourite from SCO’s 2001 album
Twin Celebration, and the choral-orchestral masterpiece The Celestial Web with poetry by Tan Swie Hian
and music by Law Wai Lun. Commissioned by the Singapore Arts Festival and premiered under Maestro
Yeh'’s baton at the 2003 Festival Gala, The Celestial Web reflects the collaborative and interdisciplinary
spirit that characterised this era.

The works performed at this concert collectively trace a period of artistic growth, international acclaim
and aesthetic identity which continue to resonate today.
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PROGRAMME SYNOPSIS
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Composed by Zhao Jiping
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This piece is a composition to depict festive celebrations. With the use of rapid and energetic running
passages, and the chorus of suona, gongs and drums, the composer seeks to paint a vivid picture of
the festive scene. The contrasting middle section in adagio cantabile portrays the peaceful mood of an
age of prosperity and peace. The recapitulation pushes the joyous and festive mood to a climax, and the
work ends in the fervent joy of festivities.

Zhao Jiping, a composer, professor and doctoral supervisor, current Honorary Chairman of the Chinese
Musicians’ Association, Chairman of the China Federation of Literary and Art Circles — Shaanxi Chapter,
President of the Music Copyright Society of China, Deputy to the 11th and 12th National People’s
Congress and a member of the presidium and Deputy to the 13th National People’s Congress. Over the
years Zhao has created a host of notable works.
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Composed by Liu Xijin
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This love ode is a story of the beautiful and mysterious Merlion. Legend of Merlion consists of three
movements: Seek Blessings, Raging Sea and Nanyang’s Affection. This music piece was commissioned by
the Singapore Chinese Orchestra and had its premiere on 28 November 1999 at Victoria Concert Hall.

Liu Xijin, a member of the 10th and 11th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference, first grade composer and Chairman of the China Nationalities Orchestra Society. His works
have been performed all over the world, and he has been invited to hold seminars, exchanges, and solo
concerts of his own works, as well as serve on art judging panels.



=B - KA IFRR
Composed by Eric Watson

=/RIE ‘Ceilidh’ BT AKayley, RIEHRIERHIEED), MEREER NS FaNEZENDT
RER, URBEALRBATIULNLARES, XEFHAKRZEATRENNNES (5N REHE
B, BREZRFEF—1F) SERAMEIEHGEN (BBRIVNESF) , ENREREIHER
FIFrfEe, MA—BEREANRME. FHEMEZEHR=. ER=HRRZILHNREIHRE, B
ENFREZNEANAEEM, ILARABXEE. ENASHEEHMA. B RESETRECR
(LRI RRIE)  (HRIMEZE) . (LIREENER) . (FIRARITFERRE) . (FF
ENBE) . XEHBARESE BREENRRFHER, EERTSHNER KRR XNE/FRMP
B BIRESE AN INE —E XMV (2! BRRBNMER) . RNENBEAFRURIGR, €
HIMARERZE (T EK) « RERIRUU BT, AREUREHNEEWS, FrE
ERHERINSAMEAE, RRRSTNERMMLE, REHI (! RBZNMER) , ¥
B — B AR

KER -ABTREHE, TRAZ=Z—SRFREZSEIFHEE, TEFIVNE. MRS F
5%, HFRREMREBER, 2014F, HRMAFBERMINBEEXUZ AR, 201652018
&, BERMKERATE R, RE T - RFRIRM2019FF AN K XU R, th2FH MK XK R &

BRER,

The word ‘Ceilidh’, pronounced Kayley, is Gaelic and it used to refer to a social visit. Presently, it usually
means a concert, a dance or a gathering, at times a party of a few hundred. This piece of music was
originally written for a fiddle (a folk instrument similar to the violin, yet it is not played in the same way)
and a Chinese Orchestra titled Fiddlers Free. This version was transcribed into a concerto for Chinese
Orchestra. The music is based upon various folksongs, mostly from Scotland, Ireland or northern
England. Many of these ‘fiddling’ tunes are pentatonic in nature, hence the tunes sound familiar, yet
different, such as Uist Tramping Song, To the Weavers Gin Ye Go, Dance to Your Daddy, The Lewis Bridal
Song, Highland Laddie. The tunes are mixed together in a foot tapping dance medley till the slow lament
section of the piece. Based on a beautiful tune, O Waly Waly, one laments on love that is forsaken. The
allegro finale starts with a march and becomes a rip-roaring mishmash of tunes, O Waly Waly then soars
above like an anthem of praise.

Born in the UK, Eric Watson received musical training at Trinity College of Music. His principal studies
being piano, violin, composition and conducting for which he was awarded the Ricordi prize. In 2014,
Eric was awarded the Kuo Pao Kun Award in Arts and Culture for New Immigrants. From 2016 to 2018,
he was Composer-in-Residence to the SCO. In 2019, Eric Watson was conferred the Cultural Medallion.
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Evolved from an ancient folk tune, this piece of music forms the ode of life, expresses the unceasing
feelings of pain and suffering, joy and happiness, loss, yearning and the unremitting pursuit of all things
beautiful present in one’s life.

Yang Qing, composer and music educator. Yang Qing graduated from the Shanghai Conservatory of
Music. He has held positions at the China Conservatory of Music, serving as deputy director, and staff
member of its Academic Committee. Currently, he is Dean of the College of Music at the Beijing’s Capital
Normal University, vice-chair of the Beijing Music Association, and committee member of the Chinese
Music Association. His works won the Chinese Musician’s Association’s Golden Bell Award.
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Poem by Tan Swie Hian, Composed by Law Wai Lun
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The Celestial Web is a 117-verse modern poem specially written by Tan Swie Hian. The poem took
reference from the Avatamsaka Sutra, which expounds the noble philosophical insights of the
universal love and interconnectedness between sentient beings. The piece will be performed in the
form of a symphonic orchestration with chorus and recitation of supplementing poems and themes
that illustrate the distinctive characteristics of each section in the piece, which flows in a continuous
manner with no interval. The overture begins with a gradual increase of music dynamics and trills from
the strings in crescendo to depict the boundless gigantic web, following that, a dialogue between the
high pitch flute and the low melodic solo of the cello that seemingly depicts a conversation between
heaven and earth.

First section Thread starts with a peaceful melody followed by an outburst of recitation and chorus,
expressing every single thread of the celestial web that holds the university in eternity.

A love, ushered in by Summer Are you solitary? Has a thread
Against a backdrop, composed of music  Look at that thread That joins it to a mother, an early riser
Angry backward glances of passers-by  Those threads, those different strands ~ The mother, an early riser
Darkness before those eyes Passing through the sentiments Has a thread
The song of water underground of all seasons That joins her to a flutter of a butterfly
Hastens the growth of Passing through the existence A flutter of the butterfly
harvest songs above of all places Has a thread
On the left, the joyous river bends Blanketing the world in its entirety That joins it to the inner wisdom at the
Carrying fallen flowers heart of the lake
from the right bank A jasmine by the window Then, the thread of the inner wisdom
And an anxiety, born of an inability to  Has a thread Joins it to the eternity of the cosmos
find old friends in the South That joins it to a star
And a sorrow, yet to vanish, beyond the heavens
a sorrow of the North The star beyond the heavens
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Second section The Shining Pearl uses the light and graceful tones produced by the orchestra and recitalists to
paint a picture of shimmering jewels on the celestial web.

Every knot on this heavenly net All shining pearls in one shining pearl A green god on Mars
Holds a shining pearl People — brown, black, white, yellow —  Dazzling, shimmering, turning slowly
A dazzling, shimmering pearl
All contained in one shining pearl A red god on Venus
A dazzling, shimmering pearl Slowly, slowly Dazzling, shimmering, turning slowly
A white person, in your inner light The giant net turns slowly
A purple god on Saturn
A dazzling, shimmering pearl Each knot on the net holds a star All the stars in one star
In your inner light, a black person Dazzling, shimmering, turning slowly
Gods — purple, red, green, blue —
A dazzling, shimmering pearl A blue god on Mercury All contained in one star
A brown person, in your inner light Dazzling, shimmering, turning slowly

Third section Celestial Mother symbolises the Heavenly Mother, Vasumitra, flying and giving the breath of life
to the universe.

Vasumitra, she soars in this way and waves of song A jasmine

Because she soars in this way Unique to the wherein of your existence A star beyond the heavens
Vasumitra, the streamers Treasures that only grow therein A motbher, an early riser

around your waist A flutter of a butterfly

In a blink, are visible A powerful celestial mother Inner wisdom at the heart of a lake
In another blink, invisible Only when Vasumitra soars in this way And the eternity of the cosmos

Your streamers emit waves of fragrance can she bestow life without pause

Fourth section Goddess of Earth comes in the form of recitation, praises Gaia, the goddess of Earth in Greek
myth, who used up her time and voices in her entire life to pray for sentient beings.

Thence, we also love Gaia when we miss you To sing a prayer for all life

A powerful terrestrial mother We fall in love with other lives This moment, in starlight

Gaia, in this moment that we love you In fleeting years,

We emulate you, in embracing all life ~ We embrace you, Gaia these moments in time

Be they loving or otherwise In this moment that we embrace you  In fleeting years, they shine and dance,
In our arms We draw on all the time and voices Exceptionally bright

Gaia, we miss you Of our entire lives Exceptionally splendid,

Because in this moment Exceptionally arresting

Fifth section White light begins in a peaceful mode and ends in a climax. It is the concluding chapter of the
entire poem, which takes us across mountains and rivers, to the heaven and eternity via a source of white light.

A peacock Look at all the lands, Continuously, from these palms
With a thread from elsewhere sharing the same borders Extending to the mountains
Draws in a feather dance Joining different felts together to the rivers
Extending to the boundless, to infinity

A bunch of olive leaves Heart of every size
With a thread from hereabouts Joining the same rhythm May the white light
Draws laughter over to thereabouts Extend from thousands upon

Colours of every length thousands of palms
A pony Joining the transcendent white light ~ To extend the line of wisdom
With a thread Continuously, from these palms
Draws in the silence of another space  May the white light Extending to the mountains

Extend from thousands upon to the rivers
Then, a mother thousands of palms Extending to the boundless, to infinity
With a thread To extend the line of wisdom

Draws past and future lives
To this most precious day

Commissioned work of the Singapore Arts Festival 2003, co-produced by National Arts Council and SCO.

Law Wai Lun was born in Shanghai, China. He was accepted into the Affiliated High School of Central
Conservatory of Music in 1956 where he studied piano and music theory. Law graduated from the same
university’s Department of Music Composition where he studied under renowned Chinese composer
Du Mingxin. In 2017, he was conferred the Cultural Medallion in Singapore. Law was appointed as the
Composer-in-Residence of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra in 2012 and 2018.
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Great Malaysia Textile Investments Pte Ltd
Haw Par Corporation Ltd

HBO Investments Pte Ltd

Holywell Foundation Limited

HSBC Republic Bank (Suisse) SA

Hua Siah Construction Pte Ltd

Huilin Trading

Hwa Chong Alumni Association

Hyflux Ltd

Imperial Treasure Restaurant Group Pte Ltd
Je Taime Jewellers Pte Ltd

Jin Haiyan

Ke Hongjing

Kennedy

Lai Ha Chai

Lee Kim Tah Holdings Ltd

Lee Woon Shiu

Lee Yik Sam

Leung Yun Chee & Sons Realty Pte Ltd
Lian Shan Shuang Lin Monastery

Lim Chin Boon

Lin Yumin

Lin Lu Zai

Liu Bing

Liu Chee Ming

Liu Qi (Wellwield Investment Holding Pte Ltd)
Steven Looy

Low Tuck Kwong Foundation Limited
Mr Lu Yonggiang and Ms Liang Qing
Lum Chang Holdings Limited

Olivia Lum

M&L Hospitality Trust

M+W Zander (S) Pte Ltd

Macondray Corp

Meiban Investment Pte Ltd

Meilu Enterprises (S) Pte Ltd

MJL Design and Build Pte Ltd

Nikko Asset Management Asia Limited
NTUC Fairprice Co-operative Ltd

Ng Hock Lye

Patrick Ng

Onfinitive Pte Ltd

Christina Ong

Orobianco Asia Pte Ltd

OSIM International Ltd

OUE Hospitality Reit Management Pte Ltd
Overseas-Chinese Banking Corporation Ltd
Michael Ow

Parkway Group Healthcare

Peak Homes Development Pte Ltd
QianYi

Sarika Connoisseur Café Pte Ltd
Sembcorp Industries Ltd

Seng Lee Tobacco Factory Pte Ltd
Serial System Ltd

Ron Sim

Sing Lun Holdings Ltd

Singapore Petroleum Company Ltd
Singapore Pools (Pte) Ltd

Singapore Power Ltd

Singapore Shipping Agencies Pte Ltd
South Star Entertainment Pte.Ltd.
Tan Hsiao Wei

Tan Wan Chye

Tang Tuck Kim Registered Surveyor
Daniel Teo Tong How

The Citigroup Private Bank

Thye Shan Medical Hall Pte Ltd
Tjendri Anastasia

Weng Hock Hardware Pte Ltd

Wong Fong Fui

Woo Chee Chay

V3 Brands Pte Ltd

WRH Marketing Asia Pte Ltd

Xpress Holdings Ltd

Yan Ming

Ye Xiaoging

Yu Ding

Zheng Haitang
ERRMEHRBRAE]

rRET AN Tl R B RAE (F5)H)
FRAESEH] (&)

IEAEH (ZRE)

EIREH

ZEMEE

Scan QR code to view

donors from
1996 to present.




FHE

ORCHESTRA

B RE$E4% Principal Conductor
ZRE 18 Quek Ling Kiong

ZRE451F Conductor Emeritus
ZEE Tsung Yeh

EJ3#E54% Associate Conductor
B ¥E Moses Gay En Hui
YEX4E Lien Boon Hua

=#f Gaohu

FEIRN (REERE/HIZEEK)
Li Baoshun (Concertmaster/
Strings Section Leader)

BER (SHEIEE)
Zhou Ruoyu (Gaohu Associate Principal)

tAfPER Hu Chung-Chin

Z58% Li Yuan

XIE R Liu Zhiyue

=14 She Ling

3 E# Xu Wenjing

EXF] Zhao Li

Z#A Erhu
L (ZHA | EFF)
Zhao Jianhua (Erhu | Principal)
KT (ZHER 1 BE)
Zhu Lin (Erhu Il Principal)
WESR (TR | BIEE)
Ling Hock Siang (Erhu | Associate Principal)
FXh (ZHIEER)
Li Yulong (Erhu Il Associate Principal)
4RI Ann Hong Mui
BRALE Chen Shu Hua
HIEZ Hsieh I-Chieh
Z{EX Jiang Jiawen
Z&T4E Qin Zijing
SEFF Shen Qin
H4L& Siok Li Chin, Deborah
JBE £ Tan Manman
FEENF] Tao Kaili
IEJ4fF Yan Yan
5K#Z Zhang Bin

22

F#H Zhonghu
MR (BFE)
Lin Gao (Principal)
RAT3E (BIEFE)
Wu Kefei (Associate Principal)
41584 Chia Wan Hua/
RiFJR Goh Cher Yen
2K Neo Yong Soon, Wilson
FEMR Tang Feng
FE'1&A Wang Yi-Jen
E#HE) Wong Qin Kai

K= Cello
e (&)

Xu Zhong (Principal)
#tE EERE)

Tang Jia (Associate Principal)
FRZ I Chen Ying Guang, Helen
#E=28 Huang Ting-Yu
YERERA )i Huiming
&R Poh Yee Luh
SLBEEE Sim Lian Kiat, Eddie
REW Xu Xuena

{EE122 Double Bass
#iE (BFE)

Zhang Hao (Principal)
ZSIZZ Lee Khiang
Z1£ Qu Feng
FEBEEE Wang Luyao

%% Yangqin

EEE (BR)
Qu Jianging (Principal)

3R Ma Huan

EEEE Pipa

A (HIRAEEK/EEERE)
Yu Jia (Plucked Strings
Section Leader/Pipa Principal)

[4/9%% Tan Joon Chin

F BT Wang Siyuan

#0ZF Liugin
sk (RIEFE)

Zhang Li (Associate Principal)
BIREEE Seetoh Poh Lam



Hif Zhongruan

i GtERF)
Cui Can (Ruan Principal)

B2 FE Cheng Tzu-Ting

522} Foong Chui San

FFRE Koh Min Hui

RZE Liang Ming-Huei

#2882 Ngeow Si Ming, Jonathan/

=35Z/"pt Sanxian/Zhongruan
BHEE (ZZERF)
Huang Guifang (Sanxian Principal)

KBt Daruan
BIEX Chan Jing Wen, Kenny
=K Jing Po

U22F Harp
2iEE (BIEFE)

Liang Guoting, Fontane (Associate Principal)

% /#TH# Guzheng/Percussion

T (EEERE)
Xu Hui (Guzheng Principal)

H & Qudi
FEMR (HFERF)

Yin Zhiyang (Dizi Principal)
A E Hu Wen-Hsun
fEE 8 Poh Hui Bing Joyce*

#BEH Bangdi

25329 Lee Jun Cheng/

B Zeng Zhi

FR1858 Tan Jun Qiang Jonathan*

A& /# & Dadi/Xindi
B 21T Ng Hsien Han
EIEET Ng Wei Xuan

=5 % Gaoyin Sheng
MR (RITEBK/EEF)
Guo Changsuo (Winds & Percussion
Section Leader/Sheng Principal)
FZET8 Ong Yi Horng

23

FRE % Zhongyin Sheng
EREF Cheng Ho Kwan, Kevin
#0360 Yang Sin-Yu

{EE = % Diyin Sheng
REJE Lim Kiong Pin

= =il Gaoyin Suona
Eritt X (Wimy/EEF)

Jin Shiyi (Suona/Guan Principal)
&= Meng Jie

FRE Wil Zhongyin Suona
25 BIERE)

Chang Le (Associate Principal)
Z=3HE Lee Heng Quee

R Z WA Cizhongyin Suona
5K H0 Ng Yong Hoe, Jacky
EBZ% Qiu Yan-Tang

{E S Wil Diyin Suona
XIST Liu Jiang

& Guan
5K Zhang Shuo

$TiE R Percussion
RER (5F)
Boo Chong Wei, Benjamin (Principal)
AR (BIERFE)
Tan Loke Chuah (Associate Principal)
FF 318 Koh Wen Jun, Derek
fHERRL Ngoh Kheng Seng
JEEER Shen Guogin
3KEEIX Teo Teng Tat
HAIFA Wu Xiangyang

A Not in concert B2 5&H
* Guest Musician BEEEER

FRERZER (FERERESEIER) & FREXF IR 5.
All musicians’ names (except principal & associate principal)
are listed according to alphabetical order.
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CONCERTS AT A GLANCE

29.08

SATURDAY 7.30PM

[o]psE 8 B EIR
Resonating 30 with Qu Chunquan

FiN3ELE REAZ RIT SCO Concert Hall

19.09

SAT 3PM,7.30PM

BT E AL : B 45
A Voyage of Voices: Moonbound
IR EREE KT SCO Concert Hall

03.10

SATURDAY 7.30PM

[B] [P 88 : SR KA NE
Resonating 30 with Hu Bingxu
N LEREE KT SCO Concert Hall

VA [o

SATURDAY 7.30PM

[ElfiszEL: B ¥
Resonating 30 with Xia Feiyun
IR EREE KT SCO Concert Hall

VARY

SATURDAY 7.30PM

SCO30 FIREFRE
SCO30 Closing Gala
N e REE KT SCO Concert Hall




EEES1THE

MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

{THS Y Executive Director
{alfFLL Ho Wee San, Terence

BhIR{TEUE . (Y B SHI(F)
Assistant Executive Director
(Programmes & Production)

FREE Chin Woon Ying

BhIRTELE IS CRER 5L SR R)
Assistant Executive Director
(Strategy & Development)

R fR% Goh Sin Tze, Elvia

BHIRITELE N (RILETE)
Assistant Executive Director
(Corporate Services)

i3 = Teo Bee Lan

ZARITH Artistic Administration
ZE L (EE) Loh Mee Joon (Head)
ZSRET Lee Le Xuan, Sherman
AEYY Lum Mun Ee

MEAZER Shi Bei Xi

JEERES Sim Wei Ling, Avilyn

ZAREL Artistic Planning
EEE&$2 Kng Eng Chuan
Z=32{Y Lee Boon Gee Brenda
#Im2 Ng Rui Jun

5KMZ Teo Shu Rong

&R 2%{E Concert Production
Mikami Naoko Su (EEHead)

Z=E K Lee Chun Seng

Z=HN Lee Kwang Kiat

Z=/HE Lee Leng Hwee

3R Lim Jia En Faylinn

Muhammad Danial Bin Mohamed Kamal
Muhammad Harry Farhan Bin Roslie
FRihfE Tan Hong You, Benson

Al$23R /8 Development & Partnership
#HZ5E (£) Lim Fen Ni (Head)
IBF5E Deng Xiuwei

MS52itER

Finance & Accounts Management
BIE) L (EE) Chay Wai Ee, Jacelyn (Head)
XFEF] Liew Wei Lee

FEZ % Ng Kee Yan, Keleen

H = Peck Yin Ni, Jessica

FA35 28 Tan Siew Har

#7518 Wong Siew Ling

ADZERST

Human Resource & Administration
e Lim Wan Ying

E1H52 Krystal Loh Joey

% Pang Qin Wei

P& Tan Li Min, Michelle

1T§H1%+E Marketing Communications
a2 (EE) Teo Nien Tuan, June (Head)
JE5738 Chow Koon Thai

Z A3 Law Li Yan, Rowene

NBEE Liu Xiaoxuan

T HEAR Ma Yaxin

FREZE Tan Yuh Jiun

MINEERTEERE
Singapore National Youth
Chinese Orchestra

ZS{RHZ Lee Poh Hui, Clement
MBE Lim Simin, Joanna

ZIHEIE Facilities
FRE¥ (FE) Tan Kok Siang, Collin (Head)

=L &2 Venue Management
R Lim Jia Jin, Eugene
%3X5& Yeo Han Kiang

2171754 Venue Marketing
FE[REE Ong Li Ting, Jaslin



SUPPORTED BY

= mecC Beiier
INATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL Ministry of Culture. Community and Youth Everyday

SINGAPORE
By Tote Board

PARTNERS

Official Airlines
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Prestige
Brand Award 14
5 i L R A sco.com.sg | snyco.com.sg Winner, SPBA - Special Merit

ENRIFIZEELERM, Information is correct at time of print.


https://open.spotify.com/artist/6eJLO6Sl0s9pOozQ3bqJNA?si=dEE3ujWXRei8-YHMb2bbpg

